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 1 
ON THIS 
ISSUE'S 
COVER: 

The annual Mother's 
Day hike is a great 
outing for the whole 
family, including the 
little ones. Spring 
wild flowers, no black 
flies, and nice 
weather! 

SAULTEAUX 
CLUB NEWS 

WE NEED A NEW PRESIDENT! 

Enjoyable as it has been, I 
must resign my position as 
Saulteaux Club president due 
to the fact that I am expecting 
our first child this summer 
(bad timing, I know!) Planned 
house construction this year, 
too, will ensure a hectic time 
ahead for Cliff and me. As we 
do not have a vice- president 
to step up into the position, our 
club needs some good-hearted 
member to come forward and 
volunteer to take over prior to 
the end of April. (I will stay on 
as president until our Annual 
Dinner April 11. 

The position can take as little 
or as much time as you wish to 
put into it. I concentrated on 
planning more social events 
and a few "different" outings to 
try and appeal to everyone's 

tastes and time constraints; 
other presidents have con-
centrated on trail building, hik-
ing seminars, etc. (If you've 
ever wanted to change the op-
eration of the club, or want to 
push for a particular event, as 
president you can do it!) 

So, if you think this position 
appeals to you, please contact 
me at 949-4105 or Steve Taylor 
at 759-2480 soon. 

While we're on the subject, the 
club could use a vice-president 
(duties unknown) and a sec-
retary to take minutes at our 
few meetings. 

Remember - this is a volunteer 
organization, and only with our 
members volunteering will the 
work get done and the club 

continue. 

- Susan Graham 

TWINNIlVG OF LADE SUPERIOR AND LAKE BAIKAL 
In 1991, a group of people from around Lake Superior visited 
Russia and journeyed around Lake Baikal. This trip was intended 
to be part of an exchange program so that North Americans living 
around Lake Superior and Russians living around Lake Baikal 
could share experiences from their two environments and maybe 
learn something from each other. 

In 1992, the Russians will be returning the visit. Our own Mi-
chipicoten Club will be hosting the Russians while they are in the 
Wawa area in Late July. They will be in Sault Ste. Marie on April 
25-26. More on this in another issue. It should be an interesting 
summer for those involved. 

ITHE  VOYAGEUR TRAIL NEWS is published three times perk 
year. Your articles and submissions are always welcome! 
Submissions for the Spring 1992 issue must be received by 
April 15, 1992. Send to Editor, VTA, Box 66, Sault Ste. Marie, 

\ 
Ontario P6B 5L2 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SAULTEAUX SECTION 

;at. April 11 - Saulteaux 
Section Annual Dinner. See 
last page of newsletter for 
details. 

Sat. Mar. 7 - Late winter ski in 
the Gros Cap area. An inter-
mediate ski led by Tom Allin-
son. Meet at Market Mall 
parking lot, on Second Line 
side at 10:00 a.m. Bring 
lunch. 

Sun. Mar. 22 - Last ski outing 
of the season!! Join Tom Allin-
son and explore the area north 
of Nettleton Lake where there is 
always snow to be found late in 
the season. Meet at Market 
Mall parking lot, on Second 
Line side at 10:00 a.m. Bring 
lunch and spare socks. 

Sat. April 25 - "Go-To-Blazes 
on Earth Day". Everyone come 
out and join Bill Robinson on 
our annual trail blazing day. 
The earlier date this year is to 
beat those bugs. The work par-
ty will head out to the Walls 
Lake area. Meet at Market Mall 
parking lot, on Second Line 
side at 10:00 a.m. Bring 
lunch, spare socks, and water-
resistant boots if you have 
them. 

Mon. April 27 - Saulteaux Sec-
tion General Meeting at 7:30 
p.m. at F.H. Clergue School. 
Do we have a new president 
yet? (If no one has volunteered 

to this point, there will be a dis-
cussion regarding the need to 
approach likely candidates.) 
Planning session for the sum-
mer and fall. Discussion of VTA 
business. 

Sat. May 2 - Conservation 
Authority Hike. Meet at Sug- "' __
ar Shack on Fifth Line at ` 
11:00 am. This will be a short 
(2k), easy fun family hike. 

Sun. May 10 - Horst Wetzl 
leads us to his private hide-
away on our annual Mother's 
Day Hike. Join us for this out-
ing - blue skies always prevail 
and the fire is always ready for 
our wiener roast. Hike from top 
of Goulais Avenue to top of Peo-
ples Road area. Wonderful hike 
for families. Meet at Market 
Mall parking lot, on Second Line 
side at 10:00 a.m. Hot dogs 
provided by VTA. 

Mon. May 25 - Saulteaux Sec-
tion General Meeting at 7:30 
p.m., F.H. Clergue School. 
Agenda to be decided by new 
president. 

Sat. May 23 - The bugs may be 
out, but we'll outrun them as we 
bike from Paradise to Whitefish 
Point, where the winds off Lake 
Superior will be sure to keep 
them away. Meet behind the 
Greyhound bus terminal in 
Sault, Ont. at 9:00 a.m. or at 
the Tourist Information Centre 
in Sault, Mich. at 9:30 a.m. Cy-
clists are responsible for trans-
portation of their own bikes. 
Bring lunch, plenty to drink, 
and look for Bill Robinson, our 
leader on this outing. 

Mid-Week Skiing 
There are some members who 
quite often ski mid-week (during 
the day). They mainly do back-
country skiing. If you would 
care to join them, phone Tom 
Allinson at 942-0768. 

REMINDER

Saulteaux 
Section Annual 

Dinner 

See last page of 
newsletter for details. 

Saturday 
April 11 

t
~ PLEASE NOTE ~ 

Outing leaders are unpaid 
volunteers. You are wel-
come to participate, but 
you must do so at your own 
risk. You should be rea-
sonably fit. Always bring 
appropriate footwear and 
extra clothing and water 
(coffee, tea or soup in a 
thermos is welcome on a 
cold day). Some of our out-
ings are into relatively re-
mote areas. If you are in-
terested and have any 
questions, please contact 
one of the people listed be-
low. Transportation to hike 
locations from meeting 
places is by car pool. 

Contacts: 
Tom Allinson - 942-0768 
Steve Taylor - 759-2480 
Susan Graham - 949-4105 

Winter 1992 Page 3 



VOYAGE U R TRAIL NEWS 

VTA PARTICIPATES IN 
COMMUNITY CLUB 
AWARDS 
If you are a member of the Voy-
ageur Trail Association living in 
the Sault Ste Marie area, please 
read and consider this announce-
ment carefully. 

The Voyageur Trail Association has 
been registered in the Community 
Club Awards program (CCA). CCA 
operates in many cities to promote 
local businesses and volunteer or-
ganizations. The result is public-
ity for the businesses and a flow of 
money from the businesses to the 
volunteer organizations. CCA re-
quires a host sponsor in each 
community. In Sault Ste Marie, 
radio station CKCY has agreed to 
host the program, and will contrib-
ute a lot of work. The V1A has the 
opportunity to obtain several hun-
dred dollars (realistically out of a 
pot of over $10,000) for very little 
effort. 
Turn in to Donna Weeks or Steve 
Taylor (759-2480, 63 Hugill St) 
purchase receipts from par-
ticipating organizations. You can 
go back to October 17, 1991 and 
up to April 15, 1992. The sooner 
you turn your receipts in the bet-
ter. Photocopies of receipts or 
credit card purchases are accept-
able. Dollars in purchases are 
converted to points (100 points for 
a dollar). Many of the businesses 
offer additional ways to earn points 
(bonus points for purchasing cer-
tain products or shopping at cer-
tain times). Booklets explaining 
the point system can be obtained 
from Steve Taylor. 
Participating businesses are: 
Arrow Plumbing 
Bandito Video 
Bennardo Jewellers 
'92 CKCY 
Capital Warehouse 
Carricato Funeral Home 
Churchill Plaza 
Designer's Fashions 
Ferroclad Seafoods 
Reyco Automotive 
Flower Junction 
Foremost Pet Foods 
Great Lakes Graphics 
Maple Leaf Motors 
McBride's Carpets 
Ron's Outdoor Store 
Sault College 
The Ski Specialist 
Wardlaw Fuels 

So keep your receipts from these 

places and turn theirs in at 
your earliest convenience up 
to April 15 and help the Voy-
ageur 'Nail Association earn 
points, and hopefully some 
money. 

Have you seen 
any of these 
around? There 
have been 
frequent 
sightings of 
Great Gray 
Owls in the 
area this year. 

Lake Superior Kayak Adventures 

4 and 5day Superior Shoreline Tours 
Kayak Rentals 

Evening Paddles Instruction Clinics 

Sea kayaking - .21 Safe dun and .lffordad le .21dventure 

159 Shannon Road, Sault Ste. Marie Ontario P6A 4J9 
Telephone (705) 254-3134 

.~ Superior Watersports 
The Finest Fiberglass, Kevlar and Royalex Canoes 

Superior Watersports offers the most complete line of quality canoes: 
Wenonah, Sawyer, Mad River, Old Town, Bluewater, NovaCraft, Jen-
sen, Swift & Dagger. We are also dealers for Grey Owl paddles, Eureka 
tents, Camp Trails packs, lrekk sleeping bags, Silva compasses, car-
rying yolks, portage packs and other outdoor equipment. 

New as well for 1991, we will be offering the fine line of OSTRUM packs 
and bags, internationally acclaimed as the best on the market. 

159 Stanley St., Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. P6A 3K5 
Tom and Linda Weldon 
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TRAIL MIX 

Steve Taylor noted on a recent 
trip to Australia that the Auss-
ies have come up with an in-
teresting solution to the 
problem of erosion 
caused by hiking trails. 
In Mount Kosciusko Na-
tional Park, footpaths 
were being worn into 
fragile alpine meadows 
by hikers. Five ki-
lometers of trail was 
made from raised steel 
grates. This trail was ex-
tremely easy to walk on, and 
you would never get lost. If 
the Voyageur Trail Associa-
tion can come up with a 
large amount of funding 
from somewhere, Algoma 
Steel would have a major 
contract to supply grating to stretch from Manitoulin Island to 
Thunder Bay. One person did point out a problem with this met-
al trail. It seems that it is a bit dangerous in electrical storms. 

Hike Ontario has opened its Walking Centre in Toronto and has 
appointed Geoffrey Dewar as Executive Director. With the official 
opening on Jan 2, Hike Ontario can now more effectively be a fo-
cal point for enquiries about walking and hiking in the province. 
Hike Ontario is the umbrella organization for long distance trails 
in Ontario, and these two recent developments will probably re-
sult in direct benefits to the Voyageur Trail Association, especial-
ly in terms of publicity outside of northern Ontario. Funding 
came from the Ministry of Tourism and Recreation and from the 
Richard Ivey Foundation. 

The Voyageur Trail will be closed on April 6, 1992. We have to 
do this once every year. We are told that we must do this one day 
a year so that our landowners maintain legal control of the land 
along the trail. 

Guided Canoe Trips in Northern Ontario 
Suite 197 • 800 Lasalle Blvd. 

Sudbury • Ontario • P3C 4V4 • 705-566-8975 

Rick Sowerby 

Many of us have always 
viewed membership in the 
VTA from the social aspect. 
Aside from enjoying our beau-
tiful trail, many of us take the 
opportunity to meet and 
make new friends. I guess it 
worked for two of our mem-
bers. Betty Nassoiy tells us 
that MAUREEN DELANEY 
and JOHN LEHMAN tied the 
knot on December 27, 1991. 

Another recent phenomenon 
in our club has been how 
many of our members have 
decided to increase the mem-
bership by CREATING new 
members. Vince Nealis and 
Liz Hansen have added two 
new members in the past five 
years, Colin and Madelaine. 
Darcy and Fiona Ortiz added 
Hillary in May of 1991 while 
the former Saulteaux Club 
President Steve Dominy and 
his wife Karen Zhou gave 
birth to Leah Feng four days 
after Hillary Ortiz's arrival. 
The most recent addition was 
Elyse, a daughter for former 
Newsletter Editor Guy Smith 
and Ellen McCarthy, who be-
came an official member on 
February 3. The newest 
member in the making will be 
compliments of the current 
Saulteaux Section President, 
Susan Graham and her hus-
band Cliff. Congratulations 
to all our members and their 
truly unique membership re-
cruitment. 
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TRIP 

REPORTS 

SHAW DAM OUTING 
Twas on a bleak Saturday 
morning when seven hardy 
(foolhardy??) members met at 
the Churchill Plaza. Their ob-
jective, a hike on the Voyageur 
trail from Shaw Dam to the 
Chapleau highway. 

Because the trail was 
very wet we de-
cided to start at 
the Shaw Dam 
and hike east 
until the trail got 
just too wet. 
We had a coffee 
stop at Bobbers 
in Bruce Mines 
and arrived at 
Shaw Dam about 
11:OO am. 

We hiked about 2k, most-
ly along a bare .......
rock ridge to a 
high point with a 
36O degree view (on a good day) 
and down to a swamp where we 
turned around. After doing a 
little bushwhacking we built a 
fire and had lunch by a small 
lake created by a beaver dam. 
No sightings, however. After 
lunch we explored around 
Shaw Dam lake a bit. 
On our way home we took a lit-
tle side trip to view the largest 
pine tree in Ontario. This pine 
+s off the Shaw road a few ki-
lometers south of Dunns Val-
ley. 

Another coffee break at Bruce 
Mines and we were in fine 
shape to make out way home. 
All in all a fine outing in spite 
of the snow squalls and wind! 
--Tom and Gail Allinson 

NEW YEAR'S 

CELEBRATION 

ON THE LAKE 
Ten hikers got together outside 
the Red Lobster on Dec. 31st to 
end the year's outings with a 
gala snowshoe trip. Originally 
It was to take place in the Mile 
Hill area, but insufficient snow-
fall forced a relocation. Our 
new location to snowshoe was 
Nettleton Lake west. The Net-
tleton-Camp Korah area is a fa-
vorite spot for VTA hikes and 
activities, including two ski 

outings in 
March 

along 
, . 5 0 

the Mother's 
Day hike, 

r.  making 
this the 

fourth outing in 
this location for 1991. 

Once we arrived, Patrick Cap-
per, Susan Graham, and Betty 
Nassoiy shuttled vehicles on 
Maki Road (East 'Nail crossing) 
returning back in Pat's truck. 
We set off from Camp Korah on 
the VTA trail heading west. 

Oscar Garcia, who came from 
El Salvador last year, seemed 
to have adapted to our much 
colder climate remarkably well. 
We also had another visitor, 
Lynette. who came from Britain 
for a visit during the Christmas 
holidays. 

We called lunch at East Dav-
ington Creek. Seats were im-
provised using snowshoes ex-
cept for Bill and I who brought 
our own in our backpacks. 
Once finished eating we 
crossed the creek. 

The crossing was a bit treach-
erous as the bridge had a few 
gaps between the logs. Betty 
slipped through a gap, drop-
ping her snowshoes on the thin 
ice. After extricating herself, 
she somehow had to get them 
back. The ice was too thin to 
walk on, so she tried to fish 
them off with a ski pole, nearly 
taking an icy plunge in the pro-
cess. 

Just before leaving the creek 
Susan announced that she will 
soon have a new addition to 
her family, a baby expected in 
July after sixteen years of mar-
riage, as well as an addition to 
their house, to be build this 
summer. 

There were a few fallen trees 
across the trail and some 
brush choking it. It seems that 
Pat is always armed with prun-
ing shears and a bow saw, as 
he deployed them at these ob-
stacles. 

The snowmobile trails that 
cross the VTA trail are almost 
as fancy as the Kinsmen ski 
trails with state-of-the-art 
grooming equipment, direc-
tional signs, and orange blazes. 
We didn't see any snow-
mobilers, but one trail did give 
us trouble. The grooming and 
heavy traffic created tall snow-
banks which we had to climb 
over, resulting in several brok-
en snowshoe binding. For-
tunately we were approaching 
Maki road and could make the 
rest of the hike on the packed 
snow of the trail without snow-
shoes. 

The hike concluded at Maki 
Road where Betty and Clip' Gra-
ham shuttled us back to Nettle-
ton Lake. Other than the few 
minor mishaps we really en-
joyed our hike and look forward 
to another snowshoe trip at 
Thayer's Acres on Jan. 19 and 
at Glenview Cabins area west 
on Feb. 16. 

Special thanks to Patrick for 
this snowy version of a New 
Year's celebration. 

-Pim Delfgou 

Winter 1992 Page 6 



VOYAGEUR TRAIL NEWS 

ELLIOT LAKE 
The Coureur de Bois section of 
the VTA sponsored the October 
meeting of the VTA, including 
an afternoon hike. Since Pim 
and I are not members of the 
executive, we took the op-
portunity to explore the VTA 
trail around Elliot Lake while 
the executive met in the morn-
ing. Very nice trail (although 
the weather was dreary) with 
lovely scenery. The trail cross-
es a new logging road near the 
highway, which has a few pit-
falls for the unwary, mostly 
deep mud. We took a side trail 
up to a small lake and waded 
through the beaver swamp at 
the wet end, took some pic-
tures, and returned to Elliot 
Lake in time to go on the after-
noon hike. 

The "big" hike on the agenda 
followed the new ski trails and 
the downhill ski area at Elliot 
Lake -- quite an extensive set of 
trails, which seem just a bit 
longer on foot than on skis! 
Downhill slopes are REALLY in-
teresting with no snow on 
them! 
The trails are very well marked, 
and meander amongst 
the remains of a con-
siderable amount of 
mining activity, in-
cluding a toxic lake 
(very pretty blue) and a 
log drain pipe. We 
climbed up the steep hill 
to the new visitor's center 
and old fire tower, which 
provide a very nice over-view of 
Elliot Lake and surrounding 
area. The trail follows the top 
edge of the cliff for a distance, 
giving a nice view of the 
"toxic" lake at the bot-
tom. 

This was a strenuous 
hike, especially for some new 
members who had not done 
much hiking before. At least 
my new boots were fabric, so I 
did not get blisters! 
After we all collected back at 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

The VTA Newsletter has two 
new editors. We are sharing 
the duties, at least for the time 
being, and look forward to con-
tinuing the excellent quality of 
the Newsletter. 

We encourage any and all 
submissions, outing reports, 
news, recipes, etc. for in-
clusion in the newsletter. It is 
possible to submit materials 
"on disk" as long as the text is 
in WordPerfect format or DOS 
text (ASCII). Written materials are fine, too! Photographs for the 
cover are also needed on a continuing basis. Line art is also wel-
come. 

-Peter Frederick and Pim Delfgou 

the cars (some of us took some 
wrong turns and hence the long 
way back!) we returned to the 
school where we originally gath-
ered and had an excellent pot-
luck dinner, had a local VTA 
club meeting, and saw the VTA 
slide show. 
The outing was superb, the 
company the finest, and the 
weather almost cooperative --
the rain started just as we fin-
ished the hike! 

RAILS TO TRAILS 
WRITE-IN CAMPAIGN 

There is a movement afoot to 
encourage (or convince?) the 
province to convert abandoned 
rail lines to hiking trails. Let-
ters to Premier Bob Rae's of-
fice, involved Ministers, and 
MPPs will help make the con-
version of these abandoned 
rail lines to trails possible --
your help is needed! Address-
es, sample letters, and a dis-
cussion of this issue are avail-
able from the WA office. 

~-~ ~• ern! .- ,. G ~1 ►, 1' 'i ~~~'~ -~1~f .•i 
• :~ : • •  ? • 

. - ,.. , .: rye . ~J .  ' fai t •!~• 

^` ~' ~~ ` ,'~ `fit •• 

Thanks to Jesse Latendresse for 
organizing an excellent outing! 

-Peter Frederick 
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Taylor wrote 
and oversaw 

VOLUNTEERS AND FUNDING 

SOURCES WORTHY OF 
RECOGNITION 

1991 was a busy year for the Voyageur Trail. We received funding 
for trail improvements in the Coureur de Bois Section (Elliot Lake) 
and in the Casque Isles Section (Terrace Bay to Rainbow Falls) 
and for computerization and updating of our landowner files. The 
funding for these sources was obtained under the title Sumner 
Project 1991. It appears that Summer Project 1991 was a success 
and the sources of funding plus the work of several volunteers 
must be recognized. 

At the October Annual Meeting, the Board decided to recognize the 
work of three volunteers. 

Peter Stinnissen has been instrumental in obtaining funding for 
several projects over the past few years. He has also helped or-
chestrate the work done over the past two years in the Casque 
Isles Section. Pete has demonstrated once again that he is a key 
person in the Voyageur Trail Association. 

Peter could not be in Terrace Bay all summer, 
and in the past year there were some 

early problems created by in-
adequate supervision. Lorne 
Bourke has always held a keen 
interest in the trail here and has 
put in a lot of work. This sum-

'' : " mer, he put in a huge effort to-
wards helping to keep this pro-
ject on track. Keep up the good 

work Lorne. The trail in your area 
is continuing to improve. Word of 

its spectacular nature should 
spread so that many people will use it 
in the future. 

Jesse Laterdresse took the project to 
heart in the Coureur de Bois Section. 
He put in many hours and was a ma-
jor reason why this project was a 
major success. Over the past few 
years, this trail has become a 'must' 
for anyone looking for a 3 day wild-
erness backpacking trip. Keep up 
the good work Jesse. 

There are others worth men-
tioning. Pete King has helped in 
the Casque Isles Section. Jack 
Smit has always been on the go 

for the trail around Elliot Lake. Steve 
some of the proposals, worked on the final reports, 
much of the summer work. 

The Corporation of the City 
of Elliot Lake, the Corpora-
tion of the Township of Ter-
race Bay and the Sault and 
Region Conservation Author-
ity all sponsored some of the 
work done last summer. 
Their contribution was re-
quired for the project to suc-
ceed. 

Funding came from three 
sources. Most of the labour 
funding came from the On-
tario Government's Youth 
Corps Program. Mountain 
Equipment Co-operative pro-
vided much of the operating 
budget and funding to hire 
Tim Yanni for the landowner 
records and trail de-
scriptions. Remember this 
as you stroll amongst the 
fine outdoor gear in MEC's 
Toronto, Calgary or Van-
couver outlets. Also notice 
the amount of MEC gear on 
any Voyageur Trail Outing. 

The remainder of the fund-
ing for the operating budget 
and for the Landowner 
records update came from 
Shell's Environmental Fund, 
which has provided funding 
for a number of projects pro-
moting environmental 
awareness and friendliness 
throughout the country. 
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