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Look ahead, plan ahead, work together

From the opening remarks of Gord

Thompson. Hike Ontario! Jresident, wel-
coming hikers to the Broadening Hori-
zons conference in Guelph.

Even as hikers continually face
forward, move forward, ever watch-
ful for the next blaze or turn in the
trail so, too, the hiking movement
in Ontario must continually be mind-
ful of the need to look ahead, to
plan and develop with the future
in mind. ,

The challenges of the future are
many: to realize the tremendous

Invite to Grand
Oktoberfest

Grand Valley Trail Associat’'on is in-
viting all readers of Outlook to join them
on October 18 for an Oktoberfest party
and hike. There's a 8-10 mile hike of the
Grand Valley Trail for starters, to be
followed by a private party in the Hikers'
Lounge of the Chicopee Ski Club's
Berg Jolderhaus Chzlet. From 4 pm to
midnight there'll be a band and enter-
tainment plus -all the dancing you
can handle. Already, members of the
Toronto Bruce Trail Club are planning
to attend.

Cost is $20 person, drinks and a Ger-
man food buffet exira. If in the Toronto
calling area contact the Toronto Bruce
Trail Club’s president, Mike Webb, at
221-1538; otherwise, either Grand Val-
ley's Betty Schneider at 519-886-5022
or Anne Webar at 519-743-1057. Alter-
natively, write Grand Valley Trail Asso-
ciation, Box 1233, Kitchener, Ontario
N2G 4G8.

Keep in touch, spread e word.
Please send news of your associa-
tion's activities to:

Norman Day

Qutlook editor

17 Marlborough Avenue

Toronto

Ontario M5R 1X5

Tele: (416) 922-4880

recreational potential of our provin-
cial trails; to BroaJen the Horizons of
our existing hiking trails, linking
them into a continuous footpath

Partnership is the basis on which
-.we must build the opportunities
for tomorrow’s hiker. From our
past success and our present
endeavours, | am very optimistic
about the challenges to come.

Working together, we can apply
our imaginations and experiences
to meet these chalienges.

There is a bright future for trails
development and for hikers in
Ontario. Together we can accom-
plish a great deal.

From opening remarks by Norm
Richards, Director of Parks and Rec-
reational Areas Branch, Ontario Minis-
try of Natural Resources.

stretching from Quebec to Manitoba,;
to-{ice the increasingly .complex
realities of trail building; to address
and resolve issues such as trail
right-of-way designations, trail man-
agement, land-owner relations and
negotiations, and educating the pub-
lic in trail etiquette and enjoyment.

You have constructed and main-
tained nearly 2000 km of trails and
rendered a service of inestimable
value to your fellow citzens. And yet,
despite a now thirty-year old tradition
of hiking in Ontario, this recreation
still remains virtually unknown to
the pubilic at large.

And so another challenge and op-
portunity for the future: to establish
recognition and links, operating part-
nerships and on-going cooperation
with government agencies. In addi-
tion, we must appreciate the value
of communication with other like-
minded community organizations.

More liaison, more co-operation

Some 30 resolutions were tabled at
the Sunday morning Town Meeting,
chaired by Henry Graupner. Henry
was the first president and guiding
light of what was FOHTA and is now
Hike Ontario!

Although not a'' resolutions were
discussed, all but two were approved
for in genera! every resolution tabled
reflected a consensus that there should
be greater liaison between the clubs
and the various arms of government.
The strongest to reflect this latter view
was that of Doug Robertson, executive
director of the Bruce Trail Association.
Doug urged that Hike Ontario! "recom-
mend to the Ontario government the
immediate establishment of a perma-
nen* Provincial Trails Advisory Council.”

Doug's Trail Council would “provide
advice”, “foster cooperative develop-
ment” and eventually bring about "the
construction of new and expanded trail
corridors for public use.”

Defeated was a motion that “Hike

Ontario! should make its priority activity
the encouraging of development of the
National Trail in Ontario.” From the

" discussion, though, it was clear that the
. defeat was because of the single-
" mindedness of the resolution rather

than s intent. All present were caught
up in the conference’s enthusiasm for
Doug Campbell's dream of a hiking
path to rival the Trans-Canada highway,
but the majority also felt that Hike
Ontario! and Ontario's trail associa-
tions have many other urgent problems
that need to be tackled.

Defeated, too, was a motion by Jim
Pierce of the Guelph Trail Club. Jim
proposed that Hike Ontario! and the
Bruce Trail Association amalgamate.
His reasoning was that both play much
the same role in Ontario hiking and that
in very many cases there is a duplica-
tion of effort, particularly when it comes
to dealing with government. Attractive
was that many of the BTA services
could be expanded to aid other clubs.



BACKPACKING THE LAKE SUPERIOR
COASTAL TRAIL

The mission has been accom-
plished. Sixteen courageous, and tough
backpackers made it from Gargantua to
Orphan Lake (or to the Coldwater River
for some). A seveateenth member of the
party had been to Gargantua so many
times that she decided to do an Orphan
Lake-Beatty Cove~Coldwater route.

Fortunately the weather was near
perfect for the July long weekend with
only a few five minute showers. It was
not too hot on the first two days, ard
a perfect sunny day unfolded on the
stop over at Beatty Cove.

The trail is difficult enough at
any time, but with a heavy pack and
many windfalls, it is quite an accom-
plishment. However, the magnificent
scenery made the effort worthwhile. I
think every hlker who makes this trip
is deserving of an award.

The Outstanding Effort award mnust
without doubt go to Donna Weeks, who as
a backpacker with li.tle experience, a
bothersome hip, an uncomfortable mili-
tary pack and a special diet, overcame
these handicaps and completed the
hike. Well done, Donna.

The Swimming, Tree Climbing and
Male Fashion awavrd goes to Steve
Dominy. As you may know, Lake Superic:
in late June is by no means warm. How-~
ever, Steve braved the frigid water for
three trips to a little rocky island in
Beatty Cove. The trip took 45 to 60
seconds each .my. One trip was to
retreive a droppad flashlight that «id
not float as expected, but did prove to
be waterproof. The fifty foot climb up
a spruce tree was supposedly for aun
aerial photo of the campsite, however
we suspect it wus to safely store honey
away from stray bears. His male
fashion award wss due to his snazzy
Italian trousers. He claimed they were

purely prac'lcal, quick drying dark
trousers but we suspect it was to im-
press the female hikers.

Helen Davies walked away with the
Ladlies Fashion award for her much ad-
mired snazzy red boot laces.

The Hiking Boot award goes to Mark
Nadir. His hiking boots came apart on
the last day. The coastal trail was
just too much for them. Decpite this,
he said the Lake Superior trail was the
best he had been on. The VWest Coast
trail has more spaectacular rcenery but
there is a lot of garbage and 1t has a
relatively high density use from 2100
backpackers a year. On this trip we
met only three other people, a day
hiker near Rhyolite Bay and two campers
at the Baldhead River.

Darcy and Tiona Ortiz won the
Dental Hygiene award for religiously
brushing and flossing their teeth.

Neil Capper at twelve years old

won the Youngest Hiker award. He was
unique in having only regulzr sncakers
for footwear. What it is to bz young!
I have to give mysel! tlie Balance
Beam award for croseiug (ke Buckshot

Creek four feel vp on a redar log.
Most others wzlucd across using a thin-
ner mountain ash at stream level.

Virve Squire won the Luxury Food
award for bringing canteloup melon,
apples, muffins, etc. It ceems that
she really meant her demonstration at
*he workshop and didn't learn anything
irom Darcy. Her excuse was that her
rack was too empty and she had to fill
it with goodies.

The trip was remarkable in that I
witnessed no food being discarded on
the campfire. Honourable mentions go
to Mark's chile, and Steve Dominy who
fully redeemed himself wi*h smooth
creany tapioca pudding.



A suitable award for Bill Hall was
hard to determine, perhaps unes for the
Most Unusual Backpacker and the Path -
where the is 1t finder"” award.
He was determined to do the trip in
full mwilitary style, complete with
khaki  outfit, collapsible  shovel,
hatchet and a tarpaulin instead of a
tent. I think he really mistock
Gargantua for Petawawa. However, at
the end he admitted he had learned a
bit from us civilians.

Dieter Ropke won the Light Sleeper
and most Harried Leader award. Co—-
ordinating 17 backpackers who are by
nature individualists is quite a tricky
job but he accomplished it with grace
and poise. However, every time Bill
turned over 1n his sleep and crinkled
his tarpaulin, or the porcupine chewed
at the toilet Dieter was instantly wide
awake.

The Toucan award goes to E.R. I
can't reveal her true identity to pro-
tect the guilty. She took not one but
two cans into Lake Superior Provincial
Park! Twc others hikers were also
spotted with cans, however all four
cans were packed out and not left be-
hind as incriminating evidence.

The Purist and Knobby Knee award
went to Roddie Larson. Not only did
she not have any cans but she packed
out all her fcod wrappings rather than
burn them and she carefully purified
her drinking water through a filter.
The Knobby Xnee award was due to a
nasty gash on her knee when she slipped
on her first day cut.

The Most Experienced Coastal Trip-
per prize goes to Tom Allinson for his
eighth trip along the trail.

The backpacker who came the fur-
thest was Rainer, who came all the way
from Germany especially for the trip.
The fact tha: his in-laws were in the

group was, I believe, purely coinci-
dental.

Steve Taylor gets the Sunset award
for encouraging everyone to come and
watch the sunset over the water. How~
ever, the sun slipped gently down over
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a hill so that spectacular photographs
weren't possible. Steve did redeem
himself slightly by giving us fairly
accurate weather forecasts.

Larry Gringorten gets the Careful
Driver award. He eased his little
Micra along the Gargantua gravel road
with Donne éend Roddie, who wanted to
get away a little early. However,
Dieter in hkls LTD with the other
drivers caught up to Larry before he
reached the Gargantua parking lot.

Ag self-appointed time keeper, I
should report the following times,
which will be overestimates for the day
hikers but underestimates if the rocks
are wet and slippery. Times include
rest but not lunch stops.

Driving time Coldwater to Gargantua

- Slow drivers 50 minutes

- Fast drivers 30 minutes
Hiking Gargantua to Rhyolite - 32 to 44
irs
Buckshot Creek - 4 to 5 hrs
Beatty Cove - 13 to 2 hrs
to Baldhead River = 3 to 3
hrs .
Coldwater = 2 to 2% hrs

Rhyolite to
Buckshot to
Beatty Cove

Baldhead to

It should be stressed that the
coastal trail 1s not recommended for
the novice backpacker, nor is it the
place to carry more than is essential
as there are some long steep climbs
(where long legs are often an asset).
However, if you want to explore the
rugged shore of Lake Superior, this is
where you can ses some of its most
beautiful scenery. There are many
plcturesque lookuuts, fascinating rock
formations and views of crystal clear
water. Birds are usually more evident
from their songs than by sightings.
Some chipmunks and a snake were seen
but the only large mammal spotted was a
bear on the Gargantua Road.

Roddie, Mark and Rainer all agreed
that respective trips from Wisconsin,
Toronte and West Germany were worth-
while. However don't expect to find
the trail easy and free of windfalls, |
and dop't expect anything but the most
primitive toilets. There 1is a charge
of $2.50 each per night but advance
booking 1is not required. The weather
can be cold, and although on our trip
the flies were not too bothersome, this



may not always be the case. Hikers
should be aware that a can and bottle
ban is 1in effect alongz the Coastal
trail as it is within lake Superior
Provincial Park.

last but not least, don't tell too
many of your friends about the trail -
we would like to keep it to ourselves!
Good hiking.

Patrick Capper

HOW OUR HORIZONS WERE BROADENED

On May 16 to 19, five Voyageur
Trail Assoclation wmembers from the
Algoma District and several VTA members
in southern Ontario were ameng 230
people who attended the Second Ontario
Hiking Conference. This gathering was
held at the University of Guelph, and
was hosted by the Guelph Trail Club.
The conference was entitled 'Broadening
Horizons', and we were asked to find
out about the trails of other clubs,
traiis in parks, trails to come, and
the ideas of other interesting people.

Worksheops focussed on managing and
building trails, organizing clubs,
appreclation of nacture, trails which
exist in the province, first aid, and
designing a trail for the disabled.
People were zlsc able to get outside
into the warm spring air and partici-
pate in a number of activities in-
cluding birdwatching, botanizing,
orienteering, 1learning about local
history, discovering rocks, canceing,
and just hiking. There were several
slide shows from far away places and a
fantastic photographic account by John
and Janet Foster entitled 'North to the
Top of the World'. A number of social
events also were well—-attended, 1in-
cluding a equare dance, a live comedy
performance (btesides the square dance)
and a wine apd cheese party. In addi-
tion, most of the clubs tried te out-do
each other with their displays.

Hike Ontaric hosted a townnall
meeting on Sunday morning where every-
one was Invited to participate in a
discussior focussing on roles that Hike
Ontario can- play for Ontarlo's hikers.
Froz this 1lively and informative ex-

change, a number of resolutions were
put forth. These resolutions will
probably be the focus of most of Hike
Ontario's efforts over the next few
years. In particular, people wanted to
see Hike Ontario acting as a liaison
between clubs, helping to circulate in-
formation of potential interest to
clubs. People also wanted to see Hike
Ontario supporting clubs in government
affairs. Of particular interest to
VTA, people wanrted to see Hike Ontario
help in development of a policy for
protection of trails on crown land.
Also considered important was the idea
that clubs and the image of hiking in
general can use more publicity in
general.

The Voyageur Traill Association
appears to have benefited from these
events. Our display, with its recently
refurbished slide show, attracted con-
siderable attention. Also well-
attended was a work session on the
Voyageur Trail, hosted by Paul Syme.
Members present at the conference were
able to ailr wvarious opinions and the
Voyageur Trail was often cited. The
result of this publicity was to stir up
congiderable interest in our trail, and
there were several discussions from
people who were interested in hiking in
Northern Ontario. The Voyageur Trail
was also recognized as a vital link in
the planned National Trail. '

Personally, it was an interesting
and worthwhile way to spend the long
weekend. I met many interesting char-
acters from some of the other clubs in
the province. It occurred to me that
there are a great many hikers and out-
door enthusiasts in the province who
are also fascinating individuals. Of
course, I already knew that our club is
blessed in this regard. A great deal
of goodwill and enthusiasm about hiking
is generated from these events and it
is my hope that someone will be willing
to take the ball and roll with it té
organize a similar gathering in a few
years. )

Steve Taylor




A MOST UNUSUAL WORK PARTY

As leader of the July 5th work
party I can imag’ne an interview about
the work party in the Garden River
Keserve going something like this.

Q. How did you feel about leading this
work party?

A. Exceptionally apprehensive. The
forecast was for a maximum tempera-
ture of 30°C, and Paul Syme said
the deer flies were bad and there
were a lot of maple saplings that
needed clearing.

Were these the actual conditions?

No. Although it was hot it wasn't
oppressively so, there were next to
no deer flles, and the maple
saplings weren't too bad.

I believe Paul said it would take
two work parties to complete the
1.3 km short cut south of Driving
Creek falls. So you probably got
about half done?

Oh no. We completed the whole

short cut by 2 o'clock without dif-
ficulty.

Well you must have got home for an
early supper?

No, we didn't get home until about
0:30 pomc

So your old Chrysler finally let
you down did it?

No, there wasn't any trouble with
either my or Ken Kansikas' car.

Did someone zet hurt?

No.

Ken, Larry, Val and Helen were un-
familiar with the area, did one of
them get lost?

\ 4
No, 1t wasn't them, 1t was Tom
Allinson!
How did that happen?
At the end of the day the two
drivers went back to the car while
the other four were supposed to
walk through to the Garden River
bridge.

Unfortunately Tom persuaded Val to
turn left to Bedore Creek rather
than right to the bridge when they
reached the old trail. Tom didn't
realize he was going the wrong way
until he nearly reached Bedore
Creek.

What did you think had happened
when he didn't show up at the
bridge?

I thought Tom must have hurt him-
self with the chain saw and Valerie
got lost coming for help. 1 never
dreamed that Tom would get lost.

Well I suppose at the end of the
day at least you had a clear short
cut of 1.3 km instead of a 10 km
loop.
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Not really. I got mislead by some
red flagging going due south and so

we started «clearing along that
route until we saw Paul's blue-
flagged route. I should have

realized that Paul wouldn't use red
flagging but 1t was In the right
place and right direction. I was
going to remove the blue flagging
from the parc of the route we
didn't clear but found the VT4 logo
so thought better to leave it. The
route we cleared was a lot less
work than the one originally laid
out although it might be. more sus-
ceptible to regrowth of maple
saplings.

So altogether 1t waes a
work party. -

moet unusual
Patrick Capper

TRAIL MIX
Considerable progress has been
made on the second edition to our
guidebook. Unfortunately, sufficient
work remains that 1t may not be ready
to be purchased for giving as a
Christmas gift. Hikers next summer
should certainly be able to take
advantage of the {improvements and
changes 1In the new edi:ion however.

Cemping equipment has undergone
many advances over time. There are
always new items :n the market, and as
technology advances, oid staple camping
items are refurbished. On2 particular
recent item to the market is long over-
do and is the subject of this para-
graph. Now you can buy a solar-powered
pith helmet. This piece of headgear
comes with a small farn on the brim
which 1is powered by solar batteries.
Imagine having the ability to keep your

head cool, even on the most torrid of
summer days along the exposed Lake

Superior shoreline (iec-those few days
when the temperature ezceeds 18 C nezr
the lake). A word of caution 1s nceded

- locate trail

Because this device is solar
powered, hikers may have to search for
sunny roads in order to keep cool in
the dense jungles of the Echo Ridges
Section.

however.

Saulteaux Club president Steve
Dominy and Horst Wetzel had a rather
shocking experience while trying to
just north of Heyden on
September 27. It seemed that it was a
less than perfect day to begin with,
and early in the afternoon, a thunder-
storm that had been threatening since
dawn fipally arrived. 0f a rather
close bolt of 1lightening, Steve sald
that he didn't know where it hit but he
felt he was in the <c¢louds as the
ensuing thunder shook the ground.

Articles for the next newsletter
should reach the editor by January 10,
1967. Also, remember that a policy has
been developed regarding the placement
of ads in this newsletter. Advertise-
ments of potential interest to hikers
will be welcomed at a price determined
by the size of the ad. Members will
receive discounts. TYou now have the
opportunity to benefit another member
pius yourself through sale of something
of use to that member, while you sup-
port your assoclation.

Paul Syme 'would 1like to obtain
enpty one gallon paint cans (the kind
with a metal 1id) in order to make up
motre paint kits for painting blazes.
Anyone who has paint cans and wouldn't
mind getting rid of them can contact
Paul at 254~4791 in the evening.

Members of the Voyageur Trail
Agssociation can now receive the Bruce
Trail News without becoming a member of
the Bruce Trail Association. This
Newslerter 1s published quarterly, with
around 40 pages per issue. The cost is
$12 per year with postage included.
Send your nane, address, and cheque to
Tra2il News, P.0. Box 5356, Station A4,
Torcato, Ontario, MSW 1NG6.




WHERE WERE YOU GORDON LIGHTFOCT

November 19, 1985 was a warm but
otherwise typlcal gray November day in
the Algoma Digirict. When evening
arrived, 9people went about their
business as 2 drizzly fog rolled imto
Sault Ste. lMarie. Most people were not
aware that the warm air had been re-
placed by an early shot of cold Arctic
air over the preiries, and that the
Great Lakes were about to become &
battleground for the radically differ-
ent air masses. Lake Superior was in
the process of creating her most pro-

nounced November effort 1In several
years.
By midnight, a strengthening

southeast wind and plummeting barometer
hinted at some trouble. Around 1:00
a.m., rain began to fall. Suddenly,
about 30 minutes later, a deep moaning
sound and some lightning preceeded =
sudden rush of gale-force winds {from
the southwest. The winds howled for
several hours, piling up huge waves om
the east shore of Lake Supericr. There
were no lake {reighters on the lake, sc
the story of the Edmund Fitzgerald (Ilm-
mortalized in a song by Gordon Light-
foot) was not repeated, but property
damage along the lakeshore was heavy in
some areas. The airport at the Sault
reported a peek wind gust of 87 Lkph,
and winds were no douvbt higher In some
areas. By morning, the gales were
blowing through Timmins and Cochrane,
laying down jackpines as if thay were
matchsticks, In the Sault, the winds
had dropped, and winter had arrived.

Most hikers had forgotten this
storm when they ventured onto the trail
in the spring, and several were sur-
prised at the mess they encountered.
The power of the wind was most evident
northeast of the Sault. Numerous
toppled trees ©plocked the ¢trail ip
several places 1In the Echo Ridges
section. Vork parties and the efforts
of several individuals have cleared
away most of rthe damage, but beside
One Horse Lake. the trall now meanders

on a gravel surface between loge and o,

massive roots sticking several feet
into the air, lasting reminders of this
tempest.

Weather events like this are also
reminders of a couple of points that
hikers should always consider. First,
cnce a trall is created, the work is
not finished. Trail maintenance 1s an
ongoing proceses for all clubs, and on
most trails crezted by iunterest clubs
such as the VTA, volunteer help 1is
always needed. Ideally, the limit of
trail expansion should be determined by
the amount of trall that a club can
maintain. Second, hikers on any trail
should try to determine trail condi-
tions before venturing out. Failing
this, expect to  encounter storm
damage. Although most of the damage
from the storm of last November has
been cleared, there will be many storms
along the Voyageur Trail in the future,
and some parts of the traill will
present some interesting hlking for a
while. .

Steve Taylor

Thanks to the folks at the weather
office in the Sault for providing data.

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 8-ANNUAL VOYAGEUR TRAIL
ASSCCIATION MEETING at 2:00 p.m.
at Algoma University College.
There will be a elide and taped
talk on tle National Trail, with
many scenic views across Canada,
including some slides from our own
members. A brief business meeting
will also be scheduled. All
Voyageur Trail Members, plus any-
one else who Is interested, are
welcome to attend. This 1s a good
chance to get answers to any
questions you may have about the
trail, or the assoclation.
Membership dues for 1987 can also,
be paid here.



SAULTEAUX CLUB EVENTS

December 20- Ski (da ba da ba doo)
Stokely (or hike 1f there 1is
snow). Day pass fee, Unipass,
club membership required. Meet
the K-mart plaza by the gas bar
10:00 a.m. Bring lunch.

January 10- Ski bushwhack north of

Nettleton Lake. Intermediate in

terms of difficulty. meet at

10:00 a.m. at the north end of

Goulais Avenue as far as the

plough goes. Bring lunch and warm

clothing.

February 7- Easy skl at the Batchewana
Resort. We plan to eat lunch in
the coffee shop. Meet at 9:30
a.m. at the K-Mart plaza by the
gas bar.

Please note that trip leaders are
unpaid volunteers. You are encouraged
to participate, but at your own risk.
For winter trips, a suggestion is to
have some ‘dry clothing waiting in the
car for the end of a trip.

TOWAB TRAIL HIKE

The ecancellation of
Trail hike, scheduled for the weekend
of Aug 23-25, left at least 2 people
with plans to carry on solo. A chance
encounter between Donna Weeks and
myself resulted iIn an arrangement to
join forces and enact the original hike
plan. Donna was unxious to try out her
new pack and I a new tent.

the Towab

We met at the Agawa Bay campground
on Friday night, just in time for the
rain to begin. That evening, the
gentle showers intensified into a
healthy Lake Superior lightning storm.

Our campsite, right on the beach, was
fully exposed to the driven rain.
Neither of wus slept well, but our

equipment did its job and we remained
warm and dry. My tent had been well-

tested on its first night and performed
admirably.

The next morning, under ominous
skies, we took to a wet trail. The
Towab Trail departs the Frater Road and
follows an old logging road for about 3
km. to Burnt Rock Pool on the Agawa R.
This stretch is all downhill on a firm,

flat walking surface. The 'real' trail
doesn't start until you reach the
river.

After Burnt Rock Pool, the trail
follows the river upstream, with the
ultimate destination being Agawa Falls
a further distance of about 10 km,
Much of the time we walked on the flood
plain at the base of the canyon or even
on gravel bars ©beside the river
course. However, one section of about
2-3 km. climbs up the wall of the
canyon. This is by far the most rugged
stretch, made more treacherous for us
by the streams of water cascading down
the trail in places. After picking our
way back down to the canyon bottom, the
trail was flat and easy to the base of
the falls.

We set up camp, then hiked to the
top for the obligate photography
session. A meal of pasta and stir-
fried vegetables was eaten in Donna's
tent as the evening rainfall started
again. However, to our joy, Sunday
morning dawned bright, cloudless and
sunny. We took our time over break-
fast, no longer wondering why we had
come. Finally, we broke camp and
headed out. The glorious day made the
wet bush and ankle~deep mud only minor
nuisances. We lunched at Burnt Rock
Pool and were home in the Sault by
5:00. ]

The Towab is a moderately chal-
lenging trail. It 1s well maintained
for about 1/2 of its distance. After
this, maintenince appears to extend
only to clearing dead-falls from the
right~of-way. In this section, thé
steep parts are badly washed out and

wet weather can produce sloppy and
treacherous hiking conditionms. How=~
aver, it is well marked and travelled
so that losing the trail is not a prob-
lem.




This is a beautiful trail for late
summer or autumn. The colours in the
canycn could be spectacular on a sunny,
fall day. If you intend to overnight
at Agawa Falls, our advice is to camp
below the falls. From a campsite with-
in sight of :%_ base of the falls the
trail climbs steeply to the top and
another campsite. The upper campsite
was a streambed after the heavy rain,
and is always terribly nolsy from the
roar of the falls. Allow approximately
5 hr. for the hike each way.

The report
A-OK. My tent?

on Donna's pack was
Well my lasting memory
1s of watching, threugh its picture
window, as the sun rose over Agawa
Falls on Sunday wmorning. It was a
great feature to have considering the
tent also kept me dry.

Ken Baldwin

SAULTEAUX CLUB NOTES

The Saulteaux Club (that portion
of the VTA which operates out of Sault
Ste Marie) has been approached by a
member of the the Sault College Parks
and Recreation Department to provide a
section of trail for their students to
construct.  In September, VTA members
flagged 2 to 3 km through the bush near
Heyden. 1In lii¢ October, the students
wiil be instructed 1in laying out,
clearing, and wmarking trail. If suc-
cessful, thils venture could become an
annual event which will benefit both
students and the club.

On August 15, Saulteaux Club
President Steve Dominy appeared on the
Grace Pitt Show to promote the trail
and hiking in the area. Thanks are due

to Jim Murphy for arranging the inter-
view.

Club eveuts were well attended for
the first half of the summer, with
attendance generally in the high teens,
and with 21 people attending one hike.
17 people showed up on the July long
weekend trip. Attendance dwindled for
the second half of the summer. Heavy
rains were likely a contributing factor
in this decrease.

0

Ihe Bauvlteaux club would like to
thank Joyce and Dan McPhee for a hearty
dinner at their Basswood Lake camp
following the June Thessalon hike, anﬁ\aj
Horst and Lize Wetzel for allowing
hikers the use of their property for
the May hike and weiner roast. We
won't name the Sault Star reporter who
fell in the creek from a beaver dam on
the latter event.

N\ Superior Watersports
- your _SAWVER dealer

T
=3 THE FINEST SOLO & TANDEM CANOES
41 Williams St Ph. (705) 758-2757  Tom Weldon
ult Ste. Marie,
git PsAe sva of 949-5768  Joe Mealing

Also dealers lor:
Grey Owi paddles. canoe packs & quality outdoor equipment.

SUPERIOR WATERSPORTS would 1like to
announce to the canoeing, hiking, and
outdoor enthusiasts the addition of
three lines of brand-name products;
EUREKA tents, CAMP TRAILS packs and
bags, and TREKK sleeping bags. The

availability of these quality products{

in addition to the fine line of SAWYER
canoes and GREY OWL paddles make
SUPERIOR WATERSPORTS a good economical

source for your outdoor needs. Call
Tom or Joe for more information.
A GLIMPSE AT NEXT YEAR

The Saulteaux Club 1is already

planning its annual spring dinner and
meeting. A number of outings will be
planned which will allow participants
to travel through some of the most im—
pressive and beautiful terrain in North
America. Future plans for the news-
letter 1include some recipes for the
trail and tips for campers, as well as
some documented trips for those who
prefer to think about hiking, or learn
from others. The second edition of the
Voyageur Trail Guidebook should be
available, and members will get a dis-
count. Will you be renewing for 19877
Do you know of others who could benefit
from the VIA? Just fill out the renew-
al form on the back and send a cheque.
You will benefit the association the
most if this is done before the start
of the new year. Of course, donations
are always appreciated and are tax
deductible. See you in 1987!



VOYAGEUR TRAIL ASSOCIATION
Box 66, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, P6A SL2.

THE TRAIL USERS CODE

-Hike only along marked routes. -Do not eclimb fences, use the stiles.
-Carry out all garbage (if you can carry it im, you can carry it out).
-Light cooking fires at official campsites only - drench fires after
use (better still, carry lightweight hiker's stove).

=Leave flowers and plants for others to enjoy.

-Never strip bark from treee. -Protect and do not disturd wildlife.
-Keep dogs on the leash on or near farmland.

-Walk around the edges of fields, not across them.

-Leave only your thanks and take nothing but photographs.

The membership year of the Association runs from January lst to December 3lst.
Dues paid after November lst will be applied to the next membership year.

Fee includes membership in one Voyageur Trail Club. To join additional V.T.
Clubs, add an extra $2.00 ($1.00 for student) for each Club.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NEW [ ] or RENEWAL [ ] (Please check.)

Association-at-large

Saulteaux V.T.C. NANE
Echo Ridges V.T.C.

Desbarats V,T.C. ADDRESS
Thessalon V.T.C.

Iron Bridge

Penewobikong V.T.C. POSTAL CODE PHONE _( )

(]
{1
(1
[}
[l
[]
(1
h} Elliot Lake DECLARATION
(]
9]
t]
[
{1
(1

Spanish
Massey : 1 have read and will abide by the TRAIL USERS' CODE
Rainbow V.T.C.

Little Current Bate
Sheguiandah gigned

South Baymouth

Sudbury V.T.C. e

[] Thunder Bay V.T.C. FEES

[] Nipigon Individval — — — — — — — — — __________ @ $7.00
[] Casque-Isles V.T.C. Family — — — — — — — — — — __________ @ $7.00
[] Marathon Student — — = — — — — — — — __________ @ $3.00
{} Pukaskwa Park Crest — — — — — — — — — — = __________ @ $1.00
[]
il
{]

Michipicoten V.T.C. éﬂ:?:' bPink s e s i e RS % ss:;%%
VideDooK, embers — =— == =— o - - 3
Lok Supecios Park Guidebook, Non-Members — — — — __________ @ $8.00

Donation (qualifies for income tax deduction)
Total Amount Enclosed S

Batchawana
Goulais
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SIGH UP A FRIEWD




