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hikinag the Groe Cap Area

On a Sunday afternoon last November 6, Tom Allinson, Donna Kidd,
Ernie Pringle and @I met at the Stedmans parking lot in western Sault
Ste Marie. The ooject was to do some hiking despite overcacst conditions.
We drove west towards Gros Cap end parked one vehicle at kilometer 7.9
on the Voyageur Trail. A sccond vehicle drove us to kilometer 3.3 in
the Twin Lakes area where we bsgan our trip.

The well=blazed trail led us through predominantly birch anu maple
forest, with occesional conifers appearing as a contrast, A moss and
lichen covered ridoe offered a glimpsze of fake Superior, Near an olad
cabin, we were greeted by the antices of a curious pine marten. Tom's
camera and telephoto lens captured the colourful onlooker in varioue
poses. After a while, we relucténtly continued, humouring one another
with tales of personal hiking experiences. i.e paused first at a triple
dammed beaver ponu and later at a mighty fellen remnant of a white
pine. Tom e&nd Ernie informed us that the tree had toppled recently.

As Tom s car appearec¢ in sight, we vowed to plan snother hike
or skiingy trip vefore too many weekends passed.

Steve pominy
Editors note: Late in Fecruary, another group consistina of Donna, Tom

and Steve plus four othere did manage to comoine skiinag, sliding
and hiking together on the icy trails arocuno Gros Cap.
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Thought for the Spring

"April prepares her green traffic light, and the world thinks GO I"
Christopher lorley
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Trezturer ‘¢ Note

Copies of the club finarcial statement are available on reguest by
writing to the club.
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Articles for the next newsletter should arrive ro later than Septeaosr 10.
Fave any of the associated VI clubs pvesiuves the 3aultesux Club veen involved
in activities?
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membership Sezretary’s Note

Notice has pbeen cgilven to remoers whoe h-ven’t renewed their mewpership as
of march 15, If wuves are not recvived by the time the rext newsletter is in
nresg, thesc menpers will pe stroked off the mailiny list. Please check the
date on the memuership cara if you are not nure if you have renewsd.
with today’s higher postaje, your c¢ues are needed. Since the first
newsletter, maziling costs have riten from five to 32 cents a copy ana the
mempership dues are the samc. Note that prompt renewals will reduce our
expenses by reducing renewal notice costs. 1In addition, it will oiminish the
amount of work required.

Lastly, an active membership is essential for our growth, 1 urge all
members to inform people who might be interested in our organization., Try
to get them involved, perhap: by inviting them to a hike. Club brochures can
be obtained by writing to the secretary of your section club or to the VIA by
using the return address on the back of the newsletter.



-

weatiher lorecasting Gut of Doore.

Numeroue experiences have taught me the value of peing able to predict
weather. 1 have spent the majority of the last 10 sumners working outdoors
in Ontario. 1In that tim:, I have been caught unpreparecd in deluges,
gnowed on in Cochrane in August while dressed for Bummer conditions, almeost
hit by lightning, and forced to consume beer in golf course clubhouses
waiting for rain to stop. 1In the winter, I've been stranded on skiis five
kilometers from the nearest rovad as the snow on the trail melted, Many
times, I‘ve listened to weather forecasts deeigned for a larqge arees when
the local conuitions have oeen different. My own interecste in and experiences
with the elerents have, I think, allowed me to gain some ability to forecast
future weather. Procedures involved with outdoor activitiee (eg. when to
pet up camp) can be pased or tnese predictions.

First, here are & few comments applicacle to forecasting weather in
ontario, In oeneral, much of the local variation in weather around the
prevince is the result of the Great Lakes. when the lakes are warm, as
they are in the fall, cold air passing over them tende to pick up noisture.
Thus, if one of the Greut Lakes is upwinc within 60 km of you and the
air temperature is pelow normal, heavy precipitation is a goou possibility.

In the sunmer, the lakes are usually warmer than the sir at niant.
Thunderstorns often form over them at this time. WLuring the day, the lanc is
warmer anu thuncerstorms form over land and dle over water. If the air is
very unstaule, tuis rule will be invalid. For the most part though, it can
oe useful to know if you have mostly water or land upwind for 100 or more
kilometer:.

A few basic forecasting rules are based on cloud formations. Cauliflower=
like clougs warn of instability which can lead to thuncerstorms, especially
if the clouc: becose aark on the dottom ana bejin to flatten and fan ovt at the
top. Small puffy cloucs in the afternoon sky indicate fair weather unlees they
develou &s arove. Cloud: bancing acrose the sky from northeast to southwest
may indicate ern aovancing cold tront. High cloudiness from the west or scuth=-
west suggests an auvvancing warm front or low pressure. Wwatch for these clouds
to thicken. If you stand facino thct wind, it is normal for the pest weather to
be on your left snu the worst on your right. 7Then, check the sky for clouo
direction. 1nhis procedure can give clues to future weather.

There are a few tips that can be used at hoire to plan a trip. Home
parometers are incicators of trends in weather., Falling barometers incicate
tliat low frecsure area ie advancing towards you (low pressure brings
deteriorating weather). Thus, a rapidly falling barometer with a reading of
lesr than 30U inches of mercury hints at precipitation within several hours. ©n
the otner hand, you are wtually safe if the carometer is rising or steady and
ig over 30 inchet of nercury, A raagio can be used to warn of thunderstorns
ahead of time in the summer, Lightning creates a unfgue furm of static that
can oe rickec uy. between ctations when the storm is still over 100 km away.
This only works on the A% pand. 1If you are between statione anu it souncs
as if someonc is ju.fing in o wathiuvo filled witnh potitc chips, it 1s not a
good sign. 1f the static is getting louver, it meant that the storn is getting
closer. 1f you can hear static while the raaio iz on a station, tne storm is
close. Alsu, the wore freuuent the static, the stronger the storn. Listen to
the radiv wuring a storm to learn huw tc cetect this static f{roas other types.

Congitions in the earth s atmospliere are always in a dynamic state out
these dynamice usually follow patterns tnat are at least partly
predictavle. 7The object then, i5 to tind out the kind of pattern the weather
iz in. Thus, the nature of chanue in the weather is usuvally 2 petter incicator
of future conditions than is the weathcr at & given moment, 1 have
constructed ¢ torecasting gquive which is presented below., The first step
in ueing this julce 15 to finu out which one of the nine weather concitions
vect fits the weather you are experiencing. You can then go into the
descrivtior for thLat weatuwer conultion anc vetcrnine wnich one of several
possicle aduitioral conuitions are occurring., Use thig as a guioae for
weather forecaszting bLut remeaver thnat the west way tu become proticient
at it is to oecone experiencea at making the anpronriate ooservations, A
bacic underztanding i the wain air masses and air ause processes that
affect our weather 1s also & help, bere then, is the guide,

SENERAL QOPLITION j SUs=CONDITI W FORLCAET
= e : Ll s e e e
1) 10 CLuuba =winu calm or kN« to n. leno precipitotion {or at
-indicates no ~ least 24 hours,
precipitztion =w+int & to ~ ane increasing{=io precipitation for st
fer ot lesct least & hours. waten for
f hours. contition 3 toc oevelop.
~.ino wL to b to SL wnu ~-No precipitation for at
increacing. least 6 hours. watcn for

condition 2 or & to vevelop.



2)HIGH THIN CLOURS
ACHOSS MOST OF SKY
WITH SUN OK MOON
VISIBLE.

-No precipitation
is likely 1in
next 6 hours but
conditions could
change later.

3)CLOUDS THICKEKRING
TO NW. WIND IN=-
CREASING AND
POSSIBLY VEERING.
~-boaters peware
of possible
squalls from
cold front.

1 =3=
}ninﬁ E anc veering to 5.
|

Es

~Wind N ano veering to

t

Lwind E aft veering

wind & anu veering
=wind Sw, W, Hw, to
| constant.

to N.
to E.
I« and

1

~nind may switch to ww for
| a while but general dir-
; ection is W to 5 or SE,
=vind becomes gusty from

| the Kn.

|
|

|
4)WIND STRENGTHEWING |-wind

bk veering to SE.

~Possiple warm front moving
in. watcn for conditions 3,
5, or 6 to develop.

-watch for the aocove sub-
condition or condition 4 to
occur.

~Fair wzather likely.

~Condition 4 likely.

~Fair weather likely but
watcn for condition 3.

-Unsettled weather
continuing.

~Fair weather most likely but
watch for condition 7.

-kain, fog, thundershowers

possiole in near future.
watch for a warm front to
pass followed by condition
3 or 5 to develop.
~A bad siyn. Continuous
precipitation and cool
temperatures likely.
NE anug tending to turn-Storm should pass by to

AND WITH AN CASTERL
COMPONERT (NKE TO
SSE). CLOUDS THICKEN
TO OBSCURE SUN OR |
MOON . |~ ind
~Precipitation 1s | E or
likely in one to
several hours,

SE or NL anu becoming
remaining constant.

=Wind

into the N. the south. Condition 1
or 2 should develop.
5)UMID. PARTLY CLOUD¥=-wind strong. -3evere thunaerstorms are

T0 CLOUDY. LIGHT TQ posciple, especially if
STRONG SW TO 5 TO SE vertical development in
WIND . clouds is noteoc. Watch
for conuition 3 or 4 to

I materialize.
‘=wind less than 15 KPd. -watch for thunderstorms

especially in afternoon
‘ foliowed py fair warm or
1 hot weather.

-Feir and hot weather likely
but watch for conditione

3 or 5 to develop as
possit'e routes to change.

6)WARM WITd LIGHT SE,
5 DR Sw WIND OR
WIND CALM. MOSTLY
CLEAK .

~ghowers enaing with fair
weather moving from W to E
into area.

~ehowers and possible squalls

| could develop or continue.

7)Nw WIND WITH PARTLYCondition 7 followed 3 and
CLOUDY TO SHOALRY | wind now decreasing.

WEATHER . '

-cool weather. -wina increasing or constant

'in speed and direction,

fFog shouvld burn off with
fair weather in a few hours.

=Difficult to predict. Watch

! for 3, 5, 6, or 7 to begin

. to develop.

8)FOG WITd LIGHT WIND~In morning.

~In afternoon or evening.

«5ee conaition 2.
~Fair and cool put watch for
{ vertical development in
clouds which could lead to
| showers,
Lmo vertical development seen-rain propable. See
| but clouds thick and wezther conditions 3 and 4.
hazy and humid with light or
Wi, L, SL, 5, Sw, ©r W wind,
-Puffy clouds with verticzl =Showers or thundershowers
development obvious. . possible especially if
cloude devele:: before noon.
f?air weather shoulr follow.

f
| i
J

9)CLOUGS IWCREASING. Fuilgh clouas mostly.
Low clouds with no vertical
| developnent and NW to N

winid.

Steve Taylor



wd=

Hiking the Coastal Trail in Lake Superior Park

The folks at Lake Superior Provincial Park are quietly opening up new
sections of the Coactal Trail. There has oeen a trail in existence for a few
ears now runnint from Gargantua Harbour to Indian Harpour., This is a goou
family® trail which is not too demanuing. A hew section was opened last year,
It is tne subject of this article.

This new section has been laia out alony the shore wnere possible ana it
is very peautiful. It is also very rough and rugged anc is not a good trail to
pe on in wet weathcr. The beginning i at the parking area at Gargantua anc
the trail runs south to the Baldhead kiver where it links up with the return
loop of the Orphan Lake Trail to highway 17. I estimate the cistance to ve
about 15 miles in length. Due to the rough terrain, I wouli allow three days
to hike it. 1n 1963 1 hiked this section of the trail tnree times wituout
jetting pbored. The paint clazes were not even completed at this time.

One trip was made early in July with two ladies from the Toronto Bruce
Yrail Cluo. we left a car at the parking lot for the Orphan Lake Trail ana
carrieo on to the Gargantuva Harbour parking area. Caap was cet up nearny.

The next morning, we headed out, crossed the stream at the parking area,
anc¢ spent about 15 minutes hiking alony an ©ld roed that terrinated at a burnt
out cabin, At this point, the trail leaves the shoreline anc climbz steeply
uphill, An hour or so later, after pascing some lookouts that afforded us sonc
favulous views of Leke Superior, we picked our way down to the ehore again.
what & storel If there isn’t an arm of lanu or island to hcle the sand, the
shoreline ies bare rock.

We Linally reachod Rbyolite say. There ic & small campground nere, If
one did not care to spend the tirst rijght at Gargantua Haruwour, it woulc ce
possiole to begin hiking arounu noon and arrive at Rhyolite bay before supper.
we elected to continue cn.

AMter Ehyolite bay, the trail is laiu out along the shore where possible
anc ac we niked from one pay to the next, we were rewarded by beautiful vistas,
There are sections of the trail that could not be nikea :f the lake were in an
angry mood., It would be necessary to buthwack inland., At one point, tne
trail is forced inland oy cliffs cleng the shore. we tramped inland unrtil the
trail reached the vase of another large c¢liff., The trail wancers alons the
base. Lven inlana, cne is not in prairie country. MAlter apcut an hour inland,
the trail led us back to the shere ano we were oay hoppina aoain,

Our layover point wés the saull canpgrounc at Buckshot Jreeh. These
campsites were epetablisheu DYy boaters over the yearti. we tenu to forget that
although the trail 1g brand new, people have been using the lake as & hiahway
for hunureds of years., 1The shore is mogtly inhospitavle ano where there is an
infrequent harubour, the:c is usually soxse evidence of pcople. At Buckshot
Creek, we enjoyed a hearty supper and Spent a little time staring into the
flawes fros our caazlire rediniscino on the ~ays activities.

Our last aay objective wae to resch the ibeldheed River. About halfwoy
along thio leg of the trarl, we reacn o peatty Cove. Tohore 185 & beautilul sona
peach lLere, acout the only sani on tne entirte section., After Beatty Cove, the
trail ranwles to and awey froa the sthoreline until 3t reaches the oarnk of the
Baldhead, Thic river aust e foraed. e crossed at @ poulnt about ten minutes
walk from the mouth. Tne river is wioe here but not too deep at tris time of
year. Ahfter croussing the river, we returned to the lakeshore and set ap camp.
kA brief swim in tne lake wae followed by supper.

We were awakconed earlier than usual by a sucden story off of Lake
Supericr. The wind threatened to [latten one ©of the tents. We proke caij ih
the rain «nd headed out on the Orphar lake trail return loop to llighway 17.

We pileo into the vehicle we nio left at Orphan Lake and returned tou Gergantua
Harwvour to get tie ouh#r caro. The road into Gergantua Harbour is 2 dirt road
that ic rouyh out naevisaoie in gpota,

when we reecned the cars, cne of the ladies treated us t¢ & taoulous ..ot
of recl coffee., Loooeuyes were Salu anu we headed separate wuys content with
the [eelin, of accorplichwenl trnut o 9oou hike leave. o©ne with., Then, on the
way out Lo the hichwsy, we receiven the jcing on the Cake waen a Lic black
vear croosed tne patrn.,

Tuile Allinson

Wotes an the coustal wiking Trail
(ver tne ,ast toree yeart, Like Zuporior Provinciul berk haoe oeen
develcping itrs Cesstil biking Trarl., Jporn coupletion, it will traverse a

Gistonce cof 110 kilovweters lon  Lake [uferior’s ruase. cootline. Freseatly,
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35 kiloretere of the trail iz developed with 18 cav.sites at six points

along the trail. This section of trail is iccessicle from Highway 17 at the
moutn of the Coldwater kiver, from the Criphan Lake Trail, or by travelling the
12 kilo eter road to Gargantus darbour,

The trall itself passes areas of a colourful past. 0l1d foundations and
cabins mark the paseing of the trapping ancé {ishing era. As you walk this land
enriched in Indian iegend, one can [eel the mystigue and awe that the 0jibwa
felt alonu the ruaged coast. At times, you walk on bluffs 60 meters above
Lake Superior. At other times, you encounter secludec sand and cobble
beaches. The strength of the glaciers will make you ponder as you pass beneath
a huge hanging rock wedged in a chasm.

Future expansions will extend the trail north and south of its present
location to the parks boundaries, eventually to pecome a part of the Voyageur
Trail., This hiking trail is recommenced for experienced hikers. The terrain
is extremely rugged. Allow five days to travel from the Coldwater kiver to
Gargantua harvour.

A can anu oottle man is now in effect in the interior of Lake Superior
Park. This restricts the use of food and veverage containers to those that
are Lurracvle or reusacle with no deposit. Pre-recistration at interior access
points or the park office is also manuatory. There is no fee for interior
campinyg.

Mark Lillis=Oivk

liike ani Hoara Meeting

The Voyzyeur Trail has sections ot far apart ac Rossport and Lspanola. 1t
is Jifficvit for meavers fros one cection to ueet tnose from another, Often,
it is only 2t the annual aceting in hovenoer that hikerc see menbers {rom other
clubs. A& v,T.A, bocrd seeting 15 scheculed for Saturdey May 26 at wawa. & "
hike has peen ccheduled as well, All intercste” nikers are encourajed to come “
and hike ana exprecs opinions at the meeting as well. pleare pnte that enly
board remnbers are allowec to vote at the ceetiny however.
Wny not meet mewpers cof other cluos anu join uc, The schedule is ase
follows;
-weet at 11 am. at the Big Sky 7Trailor Ferk et the junctio:. of ilighway 17
and the Highway 10Ul turnoff. There ir a restaurant (The hew Lra) should
you arrive early. Tne hike will be 2-3 hours. Cring a picnic lunch.
~Supper at tne wawa Motor lnn., FPay tor your own meal.
~Boarg weetiny at avcut 7:00 pa.
Peter Stinpicsen peeds to wnow ntow many people to expect su pleace contact him
at wawe (856-4270), or, if corminy lro: tne SHauvlt, cunt:.ct Patrick Capper
(253=~4470}) s¢ tnat car poels cen be arrancew. I1f you are coming from Casgue
Isles, contact deatner Jessup MeSraph (L24-0110). 7 reeting adgenda will be
sent to ovoverc aeaber:s belore May 2u.

hike Regort

Area - Gros Cap (wecst of fawlt Ste Marie).

Date = April 14, 19%4.

Attendance - 11,

weather - {loudy and warwm (10-12 C).

Start - Prince Lake road

Finish = Gros Cap

Notes - Tnis trip was scheduled to end at the Lalls Lase koad vut the
entnuciasm of the hikers carried nine of thew on to Groe Can. Several
Sprin: Neroe wore fecn s tney begaen to poke out of tone litter and the
last revaining snow petores, A porcuplne anu severcl lorge beaver dars
wire secn, In acvdition, sone porler treer #orfe sexed, An entire arouy
cf popsars were founc te pe all wale (ed. note = Poplart an? willows ao
bave nale and fenwile flowers on :overate plante). oo one reported the
lilke to we too Ltrenuous wnd No ono reporteds wet feet,
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UPCOMING EVERTS

may o -aike in Stokely area. oeet at Y:0U a.m. at K-mart Plaza
parking lot (Second Line Side). bring luncn.

May 12 -Go to Llazes bay.
May 20 -Board weeting ana nike 1n wWawa.

June 23 ~hike Tower Lake area. wmeet Cnurchill plaza at 9:00 a.m.
Bring diuncn and FLY DUPL.

June 29 to monday evening July 2 -sackpacking trip in Lake Superior
Provincial Park. Tnis will be an easy to noderate hike ana
veylnniny backpackers are welcome. FPleuse contact Mr. Tonm
allinson 2o0-8742 Dy June 22 re this trip.

July 14 -dike Mabel Lake area. Meet at 9:00 am. at Churchill Plaza
and vring a lunch.

July 22 -Deovorah section trail hike. Outing starts with pot luck
supper and cawpflre Saturday July 21. Participants may camp
free of charge Saturday night (tents only, no trailors
please). Lxcellent commercial accomodations (several choices)
are also availaole nearby. Drive o5 km from Sault to Rydal
Bank area. Hike is tnrouyn hardwood forest with lunch stop
on quartzite hilltop. Easy to moderate hiking for apout 16
kin, Contact Lrika or Dieter Kopke ((705)253-4375) for
informwation anu directions.

August ld-mike sStokely arca. pdeet at K-Mart ¢laza at 9:00am. with lunch.

Sept 4Y =-ihike batchewana mt. area. Meet at v:u0 am. at K-#art Plaza
with lunch.

Oct 13 -dike ked Rock area. Meet at Y:00 am. at stedinans parking lot
and worinj lunci.

NOTE: FLY DOPL IS A MUST IN 8UG SEASUN. wWhAR APPROPHRIATE FUUTWLAR AND
CARRY RAIN obAKk. IT IS INTENDED TuAl' DAY HIKES WILL 3B SIX 10
LIGUT MILES IN LENGTd. ‘Luu TRAIL 1S Iy “54lsL0° COUNTRY AND THE
TERKAIN IS5 O¢TEN KOUGH ANUL dILLY.

Trail blazing - There will wve some trail olazing parties this sumnmer.
Activities could incluue clearing, locating, and maintenance.
In the saulteaux section, Paul Syme will be drawing up a schedule.
Persons interested should contact him.
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Note to keaders

Most of this newsletter isc in & smaller type. This is an experiment
to try to diminish costs of putting out the newsletter. If the size of
lettering creates problems for readers, some feedpack would be appreciated.
Such feedpack may determine whether or not the small type ie continued.

B I T T T T T T T T S S S S R S S S S S S
GO-TO-BLAZES DAYI

SATURDAY MAY 12, 1984

B "Go-To-GClazes Day” is planned for Saturday May 12, 1984. This is
an occasion to clean up the trail and refresh the blazes. Sponsored
again by Hike Ontario, the Federation of Ontario Hiking Trail
Associations, its purpose is to improve the guality of hiking trails
in the province and to communicate an outdoors ethic (a respect for
the land and a responsibility for caring about its quality).

How Do 1 Get Involved?

we need & lot of volunteers. To help up organize the day, please
sigh up when contacted by your club. You will be assigned to a
small work party to look after a specific section of trail.

All velunteers should bring & paint scraper anc a 1 to 1 1/2 incn or
25-40 mm used paint tLrueh, or a pair of pruners. Paint will be
supplied. Bring a friend and introduce her or him to the celights
of the outdoors., o major treil construction will be done,

You will be contacted by one of your zlub mempers, SO Le sure to
volunteer ani wake this a success. One oay s work will provide all
users with @ more enjoyavle trail an suamer recreation.

whaot s In 1t For Me?

First of cll, enjoy the warasth of sprino while helpina out in a

good cause. Meet new triends &nd enjoy the fellowship of workina
together., Take price in your contribution to the trail as a natural
recource aveilaple to all of us. Celebrate in the knowleoge that
the treil is in eszellent shape tor the ctart of the hiking season.
CRE S T R =k 40 e 4 P T T T T T T S S S S
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no=lu=-plazes Day, sSaulteaux v.T. Cluo

un Go=To=Flazes Day, Saturday may 1<, the Saulteaex volunteers are ackeo
to meet at the Stedman’s parkiny lot next (o the secono line, Market Sguere
rall, at 10:00 shar;!

There will pe & ot luck supper for those participating sc oring your
contribution to the xcll ano volunteers will relieve you of your food until
supper. After the cay € work on the trail, we will all retire te the home of
Donna Kidd, 45 Caaay, for a pot luck supper at 5:00 pan. Dor’'t forget to pack
a lunch tor the trail. Your suposer won 't .o you ruet avod at Donneg’s place
until dinner time,

Let’s have a good turnout and a fun time en the treil anc after. Alsc,
gee the avove article on Go=Te-tilazes Day for what to bring pesides SuUpDer.

“TAY ACKPACVER 'S THIF

For those «no are interested in takini: a auwides mini Lackpacking trip this
summer, there will wo an introdoctory westing with Tom Allinson in eerly June.
Thic will pe to familiarize thowe wishing to jarticipete with the fundamentals
of ejuivmoent anm C3u[in] procedure: ., Anyone interestew thoali call Tou

at (705) 254-674.2.

! argessons of 17 Adelaiuen £t Zact, Torontc, FS5C 1d4, offerc a 109 diccount
or aoct camping itets epon presentation of your wesuership card. A Clagplng
catalonus ig wvailalle on rclucst.
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Woodsman's Code ©

Man is an intelligent, adaptable animal, with new
knowledge of the environment and our impact on it,
and with increasing appreciation for the joys and
rewards of wilderness experiences. Enlightened out-
door users with a feeling of stewardship for the land
are attempting to travel and camp with minimum
impact on the natural environment. Here is a code of
behaviour that we urge you to follow.

PLANNING

1. Keep the group size small. Remember, however,
that the ecological impact of a group is not
necessarily a function of numbers. Two careless
people can do far more damage than twelve
careful ones. Carrying capacity (the ability of an
area to support life) varies, so the number of
people should depend on the region of Canada
involved.

2. Prepare carefully. Carry everything you need
with you.
(a) Research the trip area; become familiar with
federal, provincial, and local laws and regulations.
(b) Conduct pre-trip discussion and instruction
with the group. Be thoroughly familiar with this
code.
(¢) Carry adequate food supplies. Do not rely on
the environment.
(d) Carry proper equipment, including adequate
shelter, clothing, washing equipment, etc.

TRAVELLING
3. Use existing trails and portages and stay within
their confines. Conduct a careful study of the
environmental implications before blazing new
trails.
4. Use switch backs in trails. Do not cut a new trail
to save 50 metres.

Follow game trails where possible and when

necessary rather than breaking new ones.

6. Wear lug soled footgear (footgear with pro-
nounced ridges on the soles) only when absolutely
necessary because this type of boot tends to
disturb vegetation to a considerable degree and
generally leads to unnecessary erosion.

5

© 1979 by Canadian Camping Association

CAMPSITES and SHELTERS

7. Use existing campsites. Keep heavy use to a
confined area (because of soil compaction).

8. Do not overstay. Do not expand the campsite.
9. Refrain from using natural materials for shelters,
except in emergency situations.
10. Refrain from landscaping the campsite.

11. Use natural drainage. Do not dig trenches in
delicate environments. Use a floored tent.

FIRES

12. Use stoves where law and local regulations
dictate; where there is a fire hazard; where
serious danger to the ecosystem exists; where
there is little or no firewood; and where the user
wishes to have a minimal impact.

13. Keep fires small.

14. Use existing fire pits. If the area is untravelled,
remove evidence of fire after use.

15. Where a fire pit is absent, dig to the mineral level
of the soil, avoiding the burnable soil, roots and
overhanging trees. Save sand to cover cold
ashes.

16. Use only dead wood for the fire.

17. Burn to a white ash. Retrieve non burnables such

as foil, tin cans, plastics, glass, etc.

Douse the fire thoroughly. Stir ashes and the

area surrounding the ashes. Douse again.

Eliminate fire scars where possible.
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HUMAN WASTE

19. Use existing outhouses.

20. Bury human waste in a small, shallow latrine
(15-20 cm deep) 35 metres from open water.

21. Use single ply white toilet paper and bury
completely.

OTHER WASTE

22. What is carried in must also be carried out. Burn
it, bash it, bag it, bring it back.

23. Wash dishes, clothes and yourself in a dish pan,
not in the lake or stream. Rinse away from open
water. Dump dishwater in a hole located at least
46 m from the shoreline (46 m is the minimum
disposal distance).

24. Use biodegradable soap.

WILDLIFE and NATURAL FOODS

25. Because you are a guest in someone’s home, act
accordingly.

26. Avoid overfishing, overhunting and overtrapping.

27. Obey all fish, game and forestry laws and
regulations. It is also important to help challenge
the laws which are environmentally unsound.

28. Do not pick edible wild foods except where they
are abundant and never pick them near built up
areas. Do not pull up roots when using only the
leafy parts of plants or when there are not very
many of that particular species in the area.

CLEAN UP OTHERS' MISTAKES

29. Pack out all non-biodegradable garbage that you
find.
30. Evaluate existing woodcraft structures and
projects. In some instances use of existing
structures may be reasonable. If such structures
are obviously out of keeping with the nature of
the area, destroy them and use the wood for fire-
wood if fires are permitted or distribute
inconspicuously throughout the environment.
Eliminate unnecessary fire pits. Leave bundles of
dry wood covered so that it can be available for
use in emergencies.
32. Fill in over-used latrines that are situated too
close to the water.
33. Inform authorities of the mistakes of others if
they are too extensive for you to cope with.
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VOYAGEUR TRAIL ASSOCIATION
Box 66, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, P6A 5L2.

THE TRAIL USERS CODE

-fike only along marked routes. -Do not climb fences, use the stiles.
-Carry out all garbage (if you can earry it in, you can carry it out).
~Light cooking fires at official campsites
use (better still, carry lightweight hiker's stove).

~Leavz flowers and plants for others to enjoy.

-Jever strip bark from trees. -Proteet and do not disturb wildlife.
~-Xeep dogs on the leash on or near farmland.

~Halk around the edges of fields, not across them.

-Leave only your thanks and take nothing but photographs.

The membership year of the Association runs from January 1st
to December 31st. Dues paid after September 1st will be app-
lied to the next membership year.

Fee includes membership in one Voyageur Trail Club. To join
additional V.T. Clubs, add an extra $2.00 ($1.00 for student)
for each Club.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

NEW [ ] or RENEWAL [ ] (Please check.)
Sactions (please check)

Association—~at—-large
Saulteaux V.T.C.
Echo Ridges V.T.C.
Desbarats V.T.C.
Thassalon V.T.C.
Iron Bridge

NANE

ADDRESS

POSTAL CODE PHONE _( J

Elliot Lake

only - drench fires after

s "y Py Py o

]
]
]
]
]
| Penewobikong V.T.C.
|
]
]
]
]
1
:

Spanish

Massey
Rainbow V.T.C.
Licttle Curreat
Sheguiandah
South Baymouth
Sudbury V.T.C.

Thunder Bay V.T.C.
Nipigoa
Casque-Isles V.T.C.
Marathon

Pukaskwa Park
Michipicoten V.T.C.
Lake Superior Park
Batchawana

Goulais

DECLARATICN
I have read and will abide by the TRAIL USERS®' CODE

Date

signed

FEES

{] Individual $§5.00

E! Family $5.00

[] Student $2.00

[] Crests $ ($1,00 each) - G,U?D,E.BOOK' MEMBERS

[] Guidebook $3.00 (Ffor meambers) O GU'D?‘-BOOK. NC’N-MEMBERS
[ Guidebook $5.00 (for non-members)

{] Donations § (receipt for income tax purposes will be sent)

Total amount enclosed $

SIGH UP A FRIEND

$5.00
$8.00




