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On T'hi l&u x s Cover. . 
people heipin people, in the 
spirt f .. peration ._M the easy 
way to cross to Baidh ;ad k ►_ ver 
(Orphan Lake *ir ii.a L~ ke Superior 
Provincial Park). The image also 

, remi.nds us of the :radition of 
volunteer :cork; eseen 4 is l to the 
operation of the Voyaeur Trail 
Association. Pieas2 consider how 
you might strugnthen your Y l `4 Club 
through ̀ :devoting your time and 
talents: 

1988 VTA 1 ECUTiVE

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Treasurer 

General Secretary 

Membership 
Secretary 

Newsletter 8diter 

ui coin c 6L u.6 

Saul. teau Glu a 

-rPeter 
5tinnissen 

FJac r 

---Pui Sy~ne 

Pieter Ropke 

-!;r is tine 
atinnissen 

-Patrick 
Capper 

--Guy Smith 

Saturday October 29 Eit:e Shaw Dam 
to Ghapleau Hi.ghvay. tr_o:.inateiy 
8 km. Modera~e Meet 8: 10 a. at 
the Churchill. ? laza* 'hear the gas 
bar Bring a lunch and.
appropriate cloth rg and hoots. 

Saturday Novelliber 19 fliA e a 
section o th e North Country `gall 
in Mich?g:n. T. tern ain is 
relativei: ? a.t , The trail is 
overgrown in placed which makes for 
interest $ hiking. Distance 10 
km. Meet t unk of Commer : at 
Huron and J ].bert , near the 

inter:'atloaai bridge, at 9:00  a.m. 
Tiring c lunch . 

Saturea December 10 Hike Wails 
eke road i po; t Road 

extension. About 9 km. Moderate 
Meet at Market Mail by the gas bar 
at 1O00 a} . 3L ._n ; a lunch 

1989 

Tanury 14 Ski Gros Cap area. 
Meet atR the Market Mall by the gas 
bar at 10:00 am. About 8 km. 
3rin: a

, abruary 4 ski outing, Bellevue 
T'retie area. tf weather is 
suitable, ce will ski over a series 
of lakes and return ula Legge Lake 
Road. About 9 km, meet at the 

-Mart Plaza by the gas bar at 9:00 
am. Bring : lunch 

March 4 Buihwack on skis (or 
snowshoes) the Nettleton Lake area. 
About 10 km. M€:et at the Market 
Mall by the as bar at 10:00 am. 
Bring lunch:. 

*Churchi i.i. Plaza- Trunk Road just 
east of he Trunk Road-Wellington 
Street intersection. 

Market Mali- Second Line west at 
ar ?r. 1!. Terrace 

K~-Ma; t Plaza- Great Northern Road 
and £~orthern Avenue, north-west 
core: 

**' a.e Note*** 

All hike lee'e :s are unpaid 
volunteers. ?a t.cipants do so at 
their own risk, You should bring 
a c

♦

h
,  

angoof clo
y

thI ng and spare 

socks f -or -'inter rr i ps e 

Car pools are formed at the 
meeting place. If you don't have a 
vehicl 'on't worry, you can 
travel with someone else 

4,
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DOSS Y06 {; 3jf h AVE TRIPS TO 
ADVUTW± s 'i'Ei MEVSLSrrSRY Send 
your info,:...:ticn to Guy Smith, 
Editor, L . mber 30, 1988. 

TSIP REPO :: 

Nichipicot.: 

• This a.':a' :, located in Wawa, 
had an act 'e niking year with a 
full slate ?£ summer hikes. Most 
hikes were . ,:e'1-attended, ranging 
from 4 to :2 hitters per outing. 
The trails tncii.uded a variety of 
terrain ar d.'. .iculty from Van to 

• areas east crd south. 
The hi.' hliaht of the season 

was the ov~.rnifht backpacking trip 
en the Lr.r< Superior Provincial 
Park CoastnTrail. Pour members 
hiked the 2 kilometres, from 
Gargantua r_arbour to Rhyolite Cove 
in half a i^y, taking much time to 
relax at te. scenic lookouts along 
the way a. to explore the 
ignimbritc :crk formations* near 
our camps'. at Rhyolite Cove: 
Mishibishu, the great Indian God of 
Lake Superior, cooperated by 

• sprinkling us with some cooling 
sunshowers which doubled as a 
perfect bac`cdrop for the manditory 
sunset phot ?graph. 

This tArt backpacking trip 
left us wi!j uee fond memories: 
Dorothy's 'xt.-crown vegetables, 
Louisa's p•.z ca.,k, Bob's pop can 
excursion ';-:cw the cliffs, and 
Pete's ste :. 

The i44.icn~aicoten'Club " 
participated in a number of 
non-hikin'3 "antures. We were once 
again ablf ,o sponsor the 
publishing "f 30,000 copies of the 
Lake Super'. or Provincial Park 
tabloid new.çaper and hope to gain 
some new a.tb :rs through this 
project. 

Our .:t -rain, off-again" boat 
trip to Micriy.icoten Island for a 
weeend of i'idnre did not go off, 
but everyone asp so excited at the 

prospect of a weekend on the island 
that we certainly will resurrect 
the idea again in 1989. 

As well, our planned 
sponsorship of a Community Wildlife 
Involvc:0ent Program project to 
transf:: 15 woodland caribou. from 
Terrace Bay to the Gargantua 
Harbour area in Lie Superior Park, 
ea pott`oLed until 1989 by the 
Ministry of tiatural Resources. 

With the arrival of fall in 
Wawa, it is time to wind-down from 
our hectic summer pace. Some of 
our members will be travelling. 
Agnes and Max Osteneier are 
:isitirg Switzerlari, Austria and 
Germany, while othc3rs are taking 
ime off for some °sealing - good 
luck Phil Egan. The. rest of us, 
whether we are recently retired, 
uc as Fete 0. and Eddie K. - or 

returning to our norr:al routines, 
we are already looting farward to 
next ye'r's prc:1iscs. 

I anyone is interested in 
partic.,aating in our events when 
up our lira;', pi~asc keep an eye on 
this nazletter, c- contact Dorothy 
at (7&) 85f-;226 or Pete at (705) 
856-42;0. 

-Pete Stinnissen 

*Editor's note: Webster's New 
Collegiate Dictionary defines 
"ignimbrite° as: a hard rock formed 
by solidification of chiefly fine 
deposits of volcar.ic ash. 

Saultezw Club 

TL> spiiug hiituig season got 
underway in the Sauiteaux Club on 
April 16. A group of about 17 
hikers enjoyed sunshine as Tom 
Allinson lei them down a ravine to 
a pictur-squc and secluded rocky 
bay for lunch. Marshmallows were 
either rtaten or turnt over a fire. 
The trip then proceeded up past a 
Lovely set of water cascades. 
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On May 7 of this year, the 
Saulteaux C11 combined with the 
Sault Ste Marie ariG ttegion 
Conservation Author:ity to give a 
hike in the Crytal Craek area. 
The Saulteaux Club provided the 
leader, Steve Taylor, Lid the 
Conservation Authority provided the 
hotdogs and drinks afterwards. The 
day was sunny arid pleasant, and a 
large turnout of about 30 people 
came out to check tha progress of 
spring. The people were frcr 
almost all age categories, and many 
youngsters were present to liven 
the proceedings. Eikers assembled 
at the Sugar Shack and then marched 
out by Mockingbird Hill farm, where 

we 

were 

briefly fenced in while 
trying to head east. Fortunately, 
the horses were in tie next field. 
After we escape 4 from the farm, we 
headed east and dowi,hi 11 and came 
to Crystal Creek Falls from the 
blue blazed side traa.l of the 
Voyageur Trail. The climb uphill 
to the Sugar Shack made everyone 
appreciate tha refresbments at the 
end. 

The ,next day, 12 hikers headed 
into the Echo Ridges erection for 
lunch with, he herorc. The maple 
woods at this ti.s o.l year are bug 
free and beau. ful. The warm 
sunlight provides th energy for 
the spring floral display of Trout 
Lilies, Spring auties, Trilliums, 
Goldthread, False Soicion's Seal, 
Yellow Clintoria, Violets, and 
other visual treats. This trip was 
a bit more ambitious than that of 
the day before; but all were up to 
the challenge. aevora1 stops by 
the lakes alo:ig the way made the 
trip from Wilson lake to One Horse 
Lake easje We caned near a heron 
rookery, but stayzd :.'r enough away 
so as not to d%sturh the Great Blue 
Herons more .has, the ravens were. 
We were thorought' c'itertained by 
the antics of .th"::e c:.:gainly birds 
as they sat near tLcir nests in the 
top of trees aw las.cd out at the 

pesky ravens. Their vocalizations 
sounded like monkeys. 

The surrter of 1988 was not 
easy for hiking because of the 
extreme heat which occurred. The 
heat took care of the bugs, but it 
made aquatic events much more 
enticing. Forest fires were 
evident on one trip. We couldn't 
light fires because of the fire 
ban, but then, we could have heated 
food on the rocks on some days. 
Nonetheless, several trips did take 
place. The July evening hike at 
Gros Cap was well attended with 
good weather, but the Saturday hike 
in mid-July did not take place 
because of community day and hot 
humid thundery weather. 

--Steve Taylor 

* THIS SPACE COULD BE YOUR'S * 
* FREE OF CHARGE, FOR REPORTING ON* 
* YOUR CLUB'S OUTINGS * 
*********************************** 

Just send in your report to "Guy 
Smith, Editor, VTA Newsletter, Box 
66, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, P6A 
5L2" Deadline, December 30, 1988. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

"THE V.T.A. NEEDS YOU!" -
counds like a slogan for an army 
recru:trient campaign? Well, 
actually, it is -- for the Voyageur 
Trail army of volunteers. We need 
your energies to help run the 
Voyageur Trail Association. Here's 
who we are looking for: 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Age -no limit 
Sex --no barrier 
Interests -the great outdoors 

Special 
skills -none required, 

although enthusiasm 
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and a sense of humour 
are an asset 

Training -on the job and at your 
owi: pace 

JOE SPECtFICATiONS: 
Hours of Work 
-no limit and dependant on desire 
of successful applicant 

Starting Wage 
-free coffees at Steve Taylor's 
place • 

Duties. 
-to helpmake the Voyageur Trail 
the longest continuous trail in 
Ontario. 

Positions Available 
club representatives, 
administrative trainees, publicity 
boosters and.a volunteer 
appreciation coordinator 

Leave your mark on this planet 
- sign up as a volunteer. For 
mere information ask your club 
president or call me in Wawa at 
.`(705) 856-4270, evenings. 

a„ Have a good all season. 

--Pete Ttjr.nissen 
VITA President 

NOTICES TO SA 3F : Ir l.r nt cans 

Would all SaultF&ux Club 
members (and fcrncr t:^.:ahers) who 
have -in their possecsicn any VTA 
tools, excluding paint kits, but 
including'any hand pru'iers 
associated with the p;irt kits, 
PLEASE return them as soon as 
possible'to Paul Syme, either at: 
49 •Huntington Park, Sault Ste. 
Marie, 94Z-9606, or, at the Great 
Lakes Forestry Centre, 1219 Queen 
Street, Sault Ste, terie, where I 
work. 

We are re-cataloguing all 
tools and need them for this 

purpose. If you are maintaining a 
sect'sn of trail and are using 
tools for that, let us know when 
you r urn them, and we will return 
tlae tool(s) to you, sharpened and 
tuned-u . 

also, I wish to obtain some 
1-litre or 1-quart paint cans, 
reasoraab1y clean, for dispensing 
paint to people who are maintaining 
section of trail. 

I an pleased at the response 
to try earlier request for gallon 
pails &,d wish to express my 
apprciation to those who 
contfuuted. 

The need for the smaller cans 
is rather desperate. If you have 
any (they can have dried paint on 
the sides or bottom; they don't 
have to be immaculate!), would you 
pleas call Paul Syme at: 942-9606, 
or diver them to my house atr 49 
2unt_ngton Park, Sault Ste. Marie, 
or at ry place of work, the Great 
Laker Forestry Centre. 

"hank you for your anticipated 
coope_ad.on and assistance. 

-Paul Syme 
Trailmaster 

"~SJRER~S DESK 

ire have recently exhausted our 
first tch of lapel pins and we 
have now received a new supply from 
e d:.i want manufacturer. The new 
pus r :c: of better quality and not 
r.N 7.*-:._. p to fail. The stud is 
stroT7c2r and Teinforced at the 
point of attachment. We think you 
will :.n.o these superior pins. 

-Dieter Ropke 
Treasurer 



5 

*********************************** 
* "HIJCB POlt THE HBALTH OP IT" * 
* The :1rd Ontario Hiking * 
* Conference * 
* May 19 to 22, 1989 * 
* University of Western Ontario, * 
* London, Ontario * 
***************r******************* 

If you would like to get involved, 
contact a. member of the VTA 
Executive, or the following 
conference organizer: 

M. Davidson 
1483 Roland Cresent 
London, Ontario 
1151 186 
O19) 660-0942 

tRAIL l'S 

-The Conservation Council of 
Ontario annuounces the new edition 
of "The Woodsman's Code". The 
pamphlet has been rewritten and 
reprinted in a format which should 
be easier to read. It provides a 
brief summary of sensible outdoor 
behaviour that can minimize 
degradation oC our natural areas. 
Copies are available free of 
charge, as long as copies last, 
from: 

• The Conservaion Council of 
Ontario 
Suite.202, 74 4ictoria Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 2A5 
(416) 362-2218 

-Did you know? -that of all the 
major hiking trails in Ontario, 
the Voyageur Trail has the 
greatest:emnunt of trail along the 
top of beaver dams. Also, the 
Voyageur Trail has more of its 
length beside the Great Lakes than 
does any other trail in the 
province. Lastly, can you guess 
which trail has the greatest 
percent 61 its length further than 
2 km from road access points? 

(Major hiking trails are those 
maintained by Hike Ontario clubs). 

Thanks to Steve Taylor, our 
resident trivia expert, for these 
interesting facts. 

-An article in "The Sault Star", 
dated July 27, 1988, reported on a 
case won by environmentalists in 
Vancouver. A B.C. Supreme Court 
judge ruled that environmentalists 
could build a trail in the 
Carmanah Creek Valley on Vancouver 
Island's west coast. The area is 
Crown Land, and contains 

stands of 
huge old-growth Sitka Spruce, 
including the "Carmanah 

Giant", 

reportedly Canada's tallest tree, 
at 95 metres in height. The land 
is also the site of Tree Para'.. 
Licence No. 44, held by the- ` -'> 
logging giant, MacMillan Bloedel. 
The company lost its bid for 'an 
injunction against trail building 
in the valley. The Carmanah Creek 
Valley is adjacent to Pacific Rim 
National Park. 

-The Government of Ontario 
encourages your input into the 
Lake Superior Provincial Park 
Master Plan Review. Your input on 
the Park's goals, objectives, 
policies, and development 
proposals, will ensure that the 
views of interested park users are 
considered in the planning 
process: A public tabloid that 
outlines phase 1 of the 4-phase 
plan is available for $2.00 from: 

-Lake Superior Provincial Park 
Offices and Gatehouses 

-Ministry of Natural Resources 
Wawa District Office 
Box 1160 
Wawa, Ontario 
PUS 1K0 
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AJWSIIIG ME~TIC ' U'JTitBLE QUOTES 

Isn't it true that outings on 
the trail car. cc,ur curious antics 
and amusing, ci n profound remarks? 
Here is your cpnortunity to share 
ouch flaahcs of btent br#lliance 
with VTA.members. Submit your 
accounts of interesting things that 
your friends have said and done 
while hiking on the Voyageur Trail. 
(Please use your discretion, and 
reaember, the Editor will screen 
all submissiors). Ye?, the trail 
cast be the birtrplac of ideas. We 
might riot change the world, but we 
may have some fun and generate some 
innovative thinking. 

Starting this column are some 
quoteable quotes, as recounted by 
Steve 'Taylor: 

-In blistering Neat and swarming 
deerflias on the July 1, 
backpacking trip: "look at all of 
these flieh and I'n not even dead 
yeti" 

-While looking; at pond life and 
plant life on the September 24 
Hike:"nature grent but it feels 
awful some raer . " 

-While compassi throu~ht the bush 
on the July 1 backpcking trip:"I 
don't think we'ie l;st but the 
rest of the wo:ld

-On the backpacking tryp, as we cll 
listened to the whip-poor-will at 
dusk:"how nice, a ttiTh;p-poor-willl~ 

-0n the backps~cking trip at 4:00 in 
the morning, s we listened to the 
'whip-poor-vil] that hr,d been 
singing 'si►ice dusk: "dan we shoot 
these things?

-On a hikd clasp to the Sault on 
Kay 15:"when you hike near steel 
plants are there more ironwoods?" 

Do you rem~uber taking any of 
these quotes? Remember, when you 
hike with the Voyagea: Trail 
Association, yvu could be on Candid 
Caipera. 

JACK :  
,Y 

T B1A?:~S TRAIL 

Ti is summer cr: the July 1st 
weekend we completed the last link of 

trail linking- Highway 108 and the 
trail leading to the HcGivern 
To'anshin line. This is a point to 
point straight line distance of 
roughly 25 kur. This section of the 
trail is without road access except-
for th_ two ends. A group of hikers 
then walked from one and .to the 
other. "'his was the culmination of 
five yours exploration and work. Was 
it worth it? ...Yes when the blue 
ribbons finally met even the 
frustrations of exploring unsuitable 
areas addea to the contentment. 

;]rny others have done more trail 
work and more organizational work in 
the club than I. Nonetheless, I wish 
to sher2 my pride and experiences. 
It was :.ostl the work of one person 
to maintain the momentum of 
exploration, location and clearing. 
I was assisted by Mike Wittman, who 
has done cor:siderable clearing, and 
whose g:.od sense of direction located 
some of the ;straightest sections of 
trail. The final link of this trail 
led to considerat'on of group 
dynamics. From observing other 
groups hav come o the conclusion 
that h.ifing a small membership is 
proba';lr, not due to a) bad breath or, 
,) severe character defects. When 
tuNncus. fs smell ore's ?magination 
caii run wi:.d. To preserve one's 
sanity, a sense of humor is 
necessary. One person I know at work 
showed an interest in the club but 
never ;one. She then went on a long 
hikir excursion in New Zealand. Is 
easy c~ss and low cost a hindrance 
to our rain? 

The nwnber one lesson is that 
each r.s.~ber is important but much can 
be do.r_a vhi1e waiting for membership 
to increase. Fatience and repetition 
are t-~y woad, in building membership. 
Repeated "'evspt pe•. articles are 
nececsary but come in second place 
conpar A with .erg ar U contact. The 
'riinist  Nitural Resources and the 
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media have been very .`,tiptul, but 
trail use anó r,,Ember:,L:io are the 
basis on° v' .'.: we w? 11 Deserve 
support. With our local :l.vb we have 
had a chicken cnd egg di.lemjtia. 
Without a completsd tr:~.il it Is 
pifficult to dverti rr.d recruit 
members and vi' out it is 
difficult to work. l shout walker 
the trail grows up alnost ..s fast as 
new sections are cleared. 

However, the potential to 
promote the trail once completed is 
tremendous. Hiking in the states has 
mushroomed and on adv~:tisement in an 
American hiking agacine right triple 
the number of hiker-rifles walked. As 
a training ground for scouts and 
guides, up to preparing for major 
expeditions, the trail is ideal. 
Anyone interested in j^ing with a 
group on a wilderness :`venture would 
do well to build endur~oce, test 
equipment and group coh'sion with a 
practice run on the trail (wilderness 
with the safety of a . ined trail). 

To build membershiip and because 
I like to cross country ski we are 
building a parallel ski trail using 
parts of the hiking trail and swamps 
and lakes. For reasons of safety and 
speed several skiers hrc<iking trail 
are a good idea. 

After many outing, shore it was 
difficult to f~.rd par;.; of the trail, 
we learned a new techs. que: a) take 
a compass bearir.g in the spring or 
the fall to a pin a.; far away .a ' 
possible,. b; clear bru until the 
point is reached, c) loo',. back to 
where you started and continue 
cutting trying to alwsyr keep 
starting point and blue ribbons in 
view. This makes for straight 
trail with ewar blax^, easier to 
follow under all weather conditions, 
and easier to ski, Taking the trail 
up a steep loc?tion '1 adventure 
and reduce s11. t ':rr'.n --ehicle 
damage. 

This past."eekori,; tried to 
follow the tr .i . fro:; - .: end to the 
other in one df.y. Ir rAircd and 
slowed us down. 'Ja ;►y.; time to 

a log on a crossing. With leaves, 
anal branches, a few ribbons 
missing, insufficient stone cairns, a 
few crocked ,daces, etc., the trail 
took considerably longer to follow 
than predicted. (My apologies to 
Steve Taylor and the group hiking 
this summer). t ended up that it 
was safer to spend the night with a 
fire .nd a balsam branch shelter (not 
right on the trail site but ' mile 
away). Once again it was truly the 
adventure trail. 

The work you as a member may do 
car. be considerable and often without 
many helpers. Does this mean that we 
have to consider our participation a 
hardship that has to be born in 
solitude? Not at all.! There is 
little that is more fun than getting 
"lost" in the bush with a compass. I 
spent a week in May alone on the 
lakes with the ducks and the beavers, 
flagging and clearing kilometers of 
trail, cooking on campfires and 
catching lake trout. The rare 
feeling of deep relaxation and 
accomplishment I will treasure 
always. 

I am looking forward to next May 
when I wall straighten a few bends, 
remove a few branches and cut the 
stubs to make the trail ready to 
advertise: 'open for business". 
Anyone wishing to come along is more 
than welcome. 

-Jack Smit 
Elliot Lake, Ontario 
Penewobikong Voyageur Trail Club 

NOTICE TO ALL VTA MEMBERS 

You may now pay your 1989 
membership fees. Make cheques 
paywbie to the Voyageur Trail 
Association and send to: 

Voyageur Trail Association 
Box 66 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
?5A 5L2 

-***PLr3ASE*** pay your membership 
dues for 198$ as soon as possible, 



to keep the association on good 
financial footing for the balance 
of the year f your copy of this 
newsletter has a stamp on the 
outside that requests you to pay 
your 1988 fees, you must pay in 
order to:continue receiving the VTA 
Nevwletter. 

1968 VTA'ANNUAL MBBTThG 

• The Annual Meeting will be 
held on October 22, 1988 at the 
Courthouse in Blind River at 1:00 
pm. The VTA Director's meeting 
will be held at 10:00 as that day 
at the courthouse. A short hike 
will be Scheduled in Blind River 
that morning for those attending 
the Annual Meeting but not the 
Director's Meeting. Following the 
Annual Meeting, there will be short 
hike to Cataract Fails. 

A car pool is arranged to 
transport member to Dlind River 
from Sault Ste. Marie. Meet at the 
`Churchill Plaza parking lot, near 
the gasbar at L:30 am, October 22. 

Superior Watersports 

TEft07Fainn .CEVURCNCEC 

McKMM: 

tee aw.r W._ 

S. C SM. MuM; Ph (10$) lfl2lf Tom wtldan 
— Pf$ JwM¢aip . 

SUPERIOR VATERSPORTS offers quality 
outdoor equipment at fair prices, 
with good availability. Canoes, 
paddles, tents, and packs are our 
mainataytand :he brands offered are 
the best. Call Tom weekdays after 
5 or anytime on veekends. . 

BACRPAan.G It JULY A tOT TICICBT 

Sometimes a backpacking trip 
proceeds smooth3y and everything 
clicks into place as planned. 
These trips are ple;tsv.t. Then, 
there are, those nemora,le trips. 

The July 1-5 backpacking trip will 
be long remembered by all who 
attended. Larry Gringorten, John 
Berry, Dieter and Erika Ropke, 
Virve and Kache' Squire, Steve 
Taylor, Lisa Purdy, Barry Cooke, 
uoflna Weeks, R.idia Larsen, and 
Brian 'laviz forme' a spirited crew 
who partkip~ted 3.. a trip that was 
certainly interesting for all kinds 
of reasons. 

Ye were prepared for a 
potentially difficult trip with a 
short piece of bus:ivhacking by 
compass as VQ all gathered in- Blind 
River cz Friday mnrning and spotted 
cars at both endh. One end was at 
the West end of r:agog Lake near 
Blind River. The other end was on 
Highway 108. In between vas a 
short stretch of Voyageur Trail to 
Intersect Lek , and a long stretch 
of future Voyageur Trail. Much of 
the intended route had been blazed 
and cleared through the efforts of 
Jack Salt, but we were warned that 
bushwhacking could be necessary 
between HcGiverin Lake and 
Intersect Lake. The route, which . 
was about 25 km in length, is 
depicted on the accompanying map. 

The fist few :?ours of the 
hike tuck us through some beautiful 
oak forest ir: the Penewobikong 
section to a lunch spot on 
Intersect Lak-r. 'e lounged about 
in glorious sunshine before leaving 
in anticipation of reaching 
t,cGiverin Lanza by supper. Who 
would huge thought that we would be 
fishing for clouds by Sunday and 
that we would zarnp that night by 
some heaver ponds west of McGiverin 
Lake. 

Shortly --nftEr leaving 
Intersect Lekr, we came to the end 
of the ?u evobikong Section, and 
the end ;f the blazing. There was 
flr4gir; to the southeast, and a 
big clot of flagging that seemed to 
point In the tight direction to. 
more mite blazing which headed off 
to the northeast. Jack Smit had 
said t`.~t he would try to flag 
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trail tor,cGl.v ;n Lake ahez.d of 
our trip, huf that he ;right not 
finish. Lt tu.. - ::d uuc that he did, 
and his fl:,gF: mail wmt to the 
SE at this pt+ .: . W€ took the 
trail to te i:. I r e the 
pristake G h ' ng th , clot 
of blazir- ae : ..ere t point our 
direction ar..' aat .:'a=:ac's trail 
would tako ai f t the Sd' further 
along if camp

.
°'_tie^.d, pite 

comments L. oa ina rd Rodd! a that 
we should 1nv -sz1gate further. 

After.ab a 15 rnutes, the 
white ble n . .y to spectacular 
lookout to h 'orth, and than 
proceedec'• do~tL:11. into thick. bush 
where it erdea. :it his point, 
there were twa lossib.lities. On
was that tha hi; a f1F::;ding further: 
back was J Lnit's rail. The 
other was 'ack n~aver fi :ished 
his trail kind t' ̂ t we .could have }o 
bushwhack. 

We were :L' _nturcgs, and opted 
to bushwh.t&t ..j iicGiverin Lake, 
about 5 kt: as t •.q cro; flies. 
Un£ortuna .eiy, Iwo were +' t flying. 
Much of he cc ?ry ii. this ,:.rea is 
a mixture of W'•~ap exiosed bedrock 
knobs, forest, and b .ver ponds. 
The beaver c+„r.^ir: and . 3ck outcrops 
tend to be ali~x. .,c; in c north-south 
direction. Th means that we had 
to compass thE_. Seaver ponds 
and over ail to rnc?ts. ?re did 
stop to rc,.. a .utit:'.., Rose 
Pogonia, er s: of u: st~.rtled 
some sandhill c.- nes, .ut for most 
of us, the nur ._,:c,us b'.:. er ponds 
will be the a.E :o~y of -:hat day. 

Finally, :.:.::ter c:urh 
meandering, c?und acceptable 
campsite bar s ::i pons's and realized 
that it as ti.: to ct.;.D. Tnis 
site was i:.: tty 4nou`h, with ponds 
meanderin;* ..} sevc_; .l pine-clad 
rocky poi_ :' , ' . thr`. lter as 
shallow. Johr, s )iete.. and T swam 
anyway. The :day cbjec'ive was 
to reach :tai%1 :t:+n L. :a. harry 
pointed the w.r; f th his compass 
while I lcr'kec :e. the r' p. We 
didn't knc.;: eE.:. ^iy h _ far vi had 

to go; end I suspect that a few 
hikers didn't know if we were going 

thf: right direction either. 
zt€ep climbs were the order of 

the moxrng, and high hilltops 
rovided Brien with the opportunity 

to shoe his Tarzan routine in the 
'ree he looked for McGiverin 
Lcke. =after a few hours, we came 
to tk lake exactly at our target 
spot. 1 had confidence that we 
:could reach the lake, but the 
accuracy' of our navigation over the 
diffict 1t terrain gave my 
3ushw king confidence a big 
boost. 

W' all swam in McGiverin Lake 
acrd e'.  -iced tb rest there and stay 
t;~e ni. ; ~t rather than pushing on. 
1cGiver. in Lake was truly a 
r,aut' Lu.. spot, with a nice sand 

bracts `c_ a campsite. We watched 
eater bo:fibers heeding for columns 
or smo"c rising from the bush to 

he ncr`.~. In the evening, we 
heard Whjp-poor-will calling from 
the over the lake. The sound 
rifted cveryones hearts at first. 
We soc; considered the bird a 
nuisar.ci' thcufh, as it continued to 
call all nfgnt. 

took in thE: Pinter 1988/89 Issue 
fcr th :~asscinating conclusion to 
Steve lor's account of this 
•dvent t L uc 7'TA backpacking trip. 

also crying next irue, a colourful 
portr4iit' about hiking and 
backgac= in,g n the Colorado 
Rockic3, by VTA member Donna Weeks. 

IRE DOY".CEUR TRAIL NEWS is 
publis!.cd three times per year. 
Your articles and news submissions 
ere aiwnys welcome! Subaissions 
for the ?all Issue should be given 
to th^_ Sdi for by December 30, 1988. 
herd tc Guy Smith, c/o VTA, Box 66, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, P6A 5L2. 



VOYAGEUR TRAIL .ASSOCIATION 

fax 66, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, P6A 5L2 

TNN TRAIL USERS  CODE 

-Nike only along marked routes. -Dc not climb fences, use the stiles. 
-Carry out all garbage (if you can carry it in, you can carry it out). 
-Light cooking fires at official  campsites only -- drench fires after 
use (better still, carry lightweight hiker's stove). 

-Leave fZowQrs and plants for others to enjoy, 
-Never strip bark from trees. •. Protect and do not disturb wildlife F 
-Keep dogs on the leash on or near farmland. 
-Walk around the edges of fields,, not across them. 
-Leave only your thanks and take thing but photographs. 

The membership year of the Association runs from January 1st to December 31st, 
Dues paid after November 1st will be applied to the next membership year. 

Fee includes membership in one Voyageur Trail Club. To join additional V.T. 
Clubs, add an extra $2,.QO ($1.O() for student) for each.  Club. 

MFMBERSHU' FORM 

Sections (please check) 
NEW [ ] or RENES' AL ( I (Please check.) 

(I Association—ac -large 
(I Sauiteaux V4T.C. NAM_ 

(I Echo Ridges Y.T.C. 
(I Desbarats Y.T.C. ADDRESS 
(I Thesealon Y.T.C. 
(I Iron Bridge 
(I Penewob'kong V.T.C. PCSThL CODE PHONE 

(I 
(I 

Elliot Lake 
Spanish 

_j 

OEC .ARATIoh 

(I Mass4v I have read and will abide by the TRAIL USERS' CODE 
(I Rainoaw Y.T.C. 
(I Little Current Date 
(I Sheguiandah signed 
(I South 3ayouth 
(I Sudbury Y.T.C. 

(I Thunder Bay V.T.C. FEES 
Nipigon lndiviciuoi  @ $7.00 
Caeque"Isles V.T.L.. Faml ly  - _ @ $7.00 =  
Marathon Student -- _. -.. . -- __-. .-  @ $3.00 = 

Pukaskwa Park Crest — -- --  ._. --- .._.__-......- r: $1.00 V Michipicoten V.T.C. Lopd Pin — -- --   @ $3.00 --

Lake Superior Park 
P w t chawa na 
Coulaia 

Guidebook, Members   
.-._  

@ 

$5.00 

Guidebook, lion-Members -- ._ —  @ $8.00 
Donation (qualifies for income fox deduction) =

Total Amount Enclosed = --

SIGN UP A FRIEND 


